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Sport Fish Restoration:  The Dingell-Johnson program is a cooperative effort involving 

Federal and State government agencies, the sport fishing industry, anglers and 

boaters. The program increases sport fishing and boating opportunities through wise 

investment of excise tax dollars in sport fishery development and management 

projects. Funds are derived from a 10 percent Federal excise tax on selected fishing 

tackle and equipment. The Wallop-Breaux Amendment of 1984 expanded the program 

by adding more tackle and sport fishing equipment under the excise tax and included the Federal fuel 

taxes attributable to motor boats and small engines. The program has helped State agencies restore and 

ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 

 

                                                           
1 Email mike.beauchene@ct.gov or call 860-424-4185 
2 Email brian.eltz@ct.gov or call 860-424-3406 

The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection is an Affirmative Action/Equal 

Opportunity Employer that is committed to complying with the requirements of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act. Please contact us at (860) 418-5910 or deep.accommodations@ct.gov if you: have a 

disability and need a communication aid or service; have limited proficiency in English and may need 

information in another language; or if you wish to file an ADA or Title VI discrimination complaint. 

 

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Natural Resources 
Fisheries Division 
79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106 
860-424-3474 
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/CT-Fishing 

https://www.fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/fasport.html
mailto:mike.beauchene@ct.gov
mailto:brian.eltz@ct.gov
mailto:deep.accommodations@ct.gov
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/CT-Fishing
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A Message from Mason* 

Greetings fellow trout and salmon anglers, I personally thank you for your passion for our trout and salmon 

fisheries. Your long-term support is critical to insure generations to come experience the same or better 

opportunities as we. The five-year plan outlines well thought out actions, developed with your input, focused on 

improving both our stocked fisheries as well as our self-sustaining wild trout. 

The Environmental Conservation Branch has three tenants as we move all of our programs forward; Operational 

Efficiency (plan Goal 1, 2, 3); Resource Sustainability (plan goals 5, 6, 7) and Equitable Access (plan goals 3, 4, 7). 

Each of these overarching tenants combined with synergistic goals within the plan coupled with your continued 

support will continue the long tradition of trout and salmon fishing in Connecticut. 

 

*Mason Trumble, is the Deputy Commissioner, Environmental Conservation Branch, Connecticut Department of 

Energy and Environmental Protection. Mason enjoys fishing in all forms from striped bass along the shoreline to 

pike fishing through the ice. He especially loves to fly fish and even though he has been fortunate to catch sea-run 

brown trout in Patagonia, bonefish in Belize and cutthroat trout in Idaho, he most enjoys spending the last few 

hours of a summer evening fishing at one of the many exceptional trout streams and rivers right here in 

Connecticut! 

 

The actions described within this plan will ensure quality trout fishing for current and future generations 
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The Purpose of this action plan*  is to provide a suite of actions that will maintain and improve 

recreational salmonid fishing and to conserve wild populations in Connecticut. Looking ahead, the 

Fisheries Division will be more adaptive and responsive with salmonid production, distribution, and 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢he plan 

focuses on four themes: 

Grow Fish, Catch Fish, Conserve Fish, and Public Engagement. 

Contents: 

Introduction 5 

Past and Current Salmonid Management in Connecticut 7 

Theme 1:  Grow Fish 
1. Maximize efficient production and distribution of salmonids at State Fish 
Hatcheries  
2. Increase the size of fish produced at State Hatcheries  

10 

Theme 2:  Catch Fish 
3. Improve access to stocked salmonids  
4. Provide a diversity of fish and fishing opportunities that appeal to a wide range 

of preferences and desires  

18 

Theme 3:  Conserve Fish 
5. Maintain a legacy population of Connecticut River strain Atlantic Salmon 
6. Conserve wild trout populations 

28 

Theme 4:  Public Engagement 
7. Increase awareness and relevancy of salmonid fisheries 

36 

Appendix A:  A List of Goals by Theme 39 
 

*Action Plan vs. Management Plan: 

This document is an Action Plan, which is a compilation of tangible items to consider and implement. These 

actions are presented by theme, goal, and objective. 

This action plan differs from traditional Fisheries Management Plans, which describe how fish populations 

are manipulated through a variety of techniques including regulations (seasons, gear, size limits) and 

stocking. 
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Introduction:  Trout and salmon, referred to 

collectively as salmonids, are among the most popular 

recreational freshwater fish in Connecticut. The 

management of these fish dates back to 1866 with the 

establishment of the Connecticut Fisheries Commission. 

Since that time, salmonid management in Connecticut has 

transitioned from exclusively fry-based stocking (late 

муллΩǎύ ǘƻ supporting a five fish per day statewide daily 

limit by stocking predominantly adult-sized fish (most of 

ǘƘŜ мфллΩǎύ and creating a diverse set of trout and salmon 

fishing opportunities via regulations (2000 to current).   

In response to shifting angler preferences, the Fisheries 

Division published A Trout Management Plan for 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ wƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŜŀƳǎ3. This publication set a 

solid foundation for present-day trout management, but 

continued shifts in angler attitudes and behaviors, as well 

as other new challenges in the 20 years since, have 

created a need for further refinement of present-day 

salmonid management. 

¶ The public lost fishing access, especially along 

streams. Changes in property ownership often 

result in loss of access due to new owners disallowing fishing and/or inadequate understanding 

or transfer of long-standing fishing easements (legal access for fishing codified within a property 

deed). 

¶ Participation in fishing is starting to increase again after a 20-year decline.  

¶ Climatic, environmental, and landscape changes (increasing water temperatures, increased 

development, surface water, and ground water diversions) are degrading or eliminating existing 

habitat for coldwater-dependent species. 

¶ The preferences of many /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ anglers continue to shift from harvest towards catch and 

release. 

Critical to the long-term sustainability of salmonids, and fishing in general, is increasing the relevancy of 
fishing to Connecticut residents. Approximately 180,000 people obtain a license to fish in Connecticut 
annually. With a population of just over three million, a large pool of potential participants remains.  
Future actions related to salmonid management must consider how to improve dissemination of the 
many benefits of fishing in order to entice new people to take up fishing (recruitment), re-ignite the 
passion for those where it is smoldering (reactivation), and keep those currently fishing enthusiastic and 
supportive of our salmonid management and fisheries (retention). 
 
To help develop this plan, the Fisheries Division emailed a survey seeking angler preferences for trout 

and salmon fishing to over 50,000 fishing license holders, hosted six trout and salmon forums around 

                                                           
3 Iȅŀǘǘ Ŝǘ ŀƭ мфффΣ ! ¢Ǌƻǳǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ {ǘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ wƛǾŜǊǎ 

Trout fishing in Connecticut has a long tradition of bringing 
familes together to enjoy our natural resources 

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Wildlife/BNR-150th-Anniversary/150th-Anniversary-of-the-Bureau-of-Natural-Resources
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/fishing/fisheries_management/Trout-Research-and-Management/trout-management-plan-1999-hyatt-et-al.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/fishing/fisheries_management/Trout-Research-and-Management/trout-management-plan-1999-hyatt-et-al.pdf
https://www.takemefishing.org/getmedia/eb860c03-2b53-4364-8ee4-c331bb11ddc4/2020-Special-Report-on-Fishing_FINAL_WEB.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/fishing/fisheries_management/Trout-Research-and-Management/trout-management-plan-1999-hyatt-et-al.pdf
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Trout fishing at dawn is a perfect way to de-stress and start the day 

the state, and hosted one webinar (September to November 2019)4. The purpose was to gain input from 

trout and salmon anglers and have face-to-face discussion focused on four key questions relating to 

trout and salmon: 

1. What makes a good fishing trip?  

2. What are things you feel the Fisheries Division does well? 

3. Where do you think the Fisheries Division could improve?  

4. What are some actions you would take to increase the number of people fishing? 

Based on public input and Fisheries Division research, this plan will identify specific objectives and 

actions related to the following seven overarching goals under four themes:  

Theme 1: Grow Fish 

1. Maximize efficient production and distribution of salmonids at State Fish Hatcheries  

2. Increase the size of fish produced at State Hatcheries  

Theme 2:  Catch Fish 

3. Improve access to stocked salmonids  

4. Provide a diversity of fish and fishing opportunities that appeal to a wide range of preferences 

and desires  

Theme 3:  Conserve Fish 

5. Maintain a legacy population of Connecticut River strain Atlantic Salmon 

6. Conserve wild trout populations 

Theme 4:  Public Engagement 

7. Increase awareness and relevancy of salmonid fisheries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 A Summary of Public Input Related to Trout and Salmon Fishing in Connecticut 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/fishing/freshwater/report_questionaire_responses_combined.pdf
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Past and Current Salmonid Management in Connecticut 

Largely in response to the extirpation of Atlantic Salmon5 from the 

Connecticut River watershed, formal state-based fisheries 

management began with the formation of the Connecticut Fisheries 

Commission in 1866. One of the stated objectives of the 

Commission was to re-establish Atlantic Salmon, Brook Trout, and 

American Shad popuƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ. A second 

ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŜƴƛǎƘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ ŘŜǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŦƛǎƘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

through the import and introduction of a variety of non-native 

gamefish species . 

 

Early restoration efforts (1870-1890) focused on obtaining fertilized 

eggs, hatching them streamside, and stocking the newly hatched 

fry. With advances in fish culture knowledge and technique, the 

state began to rear the fry within the hatchery until they reached 

adult size. /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ first hatchery to rear trout for multiple 

years (to adult size) was in Windsor Locks (1899 to the early 

мфтлΩǎ). The production and stocking of large trout became very 

popular with CƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩs anglers and created a demand on the 

state to produce ever-increasing numbers of trout used ŦƻǊ άǇǳǘ-

and-ǘŀƪŜέ fishing.  

Currently the Fisheries Division operates three hatcheries; Burlington, Kensington, and Quinebaug 

Valley. The primary purpose of these hatcheries is to produce the trout and salmon needed to support 

recreational fisheries management goals and objectives. Trout and salmon are stocked in areas that 

                                                           
5 Gephard, S. /¢ 599tΩǎ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ [ƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ 9ŀǊƭȅ 9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ wŜǎǘƻǊŜ {ŀƭƳƻƴ  

The State of Connecticut began mass producing adult-sized trout, after World War 2, to support the growing number of 
anglers and their desire to catch and keep trout 

Native ς A fish found within its 

original geographic range without 

human influence.    

Non-Native - A fish occurring outside 

of its original geographic range where 

it did not historically exist. This can 

occur naturally or via movement by 

humans 

Introduced - A non-native fish 

brought by humans to a geographic 

range where it previously did not 

exist naturally.  

Invasive - Generally describes a non-

native fish that becomes established 

and has a negative impact on one or 

more native species or habitats.  

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Freshwater/Freshwater-Fishes-of-Connecticut/Atlantic-Salmon
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Wildlife/BNR-150th-Anniversary/150th-Anniversary-of-the-Bureau-of-Natural-Resources
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Wildlife/BNR-150th-Anniversary/150th-Anniversary-of-the-Bureau-of-Natural-Resources
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Freshwater/Freshwater-Fishes-of-Connecticut/Atlantic-Salmon
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Freshwater/Freshwater-Fishes-of-Connecticut/Brook-Trout
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Freshwater/Freshwater-Fishes-of-Connecticut/American-Shad
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Fisheries-Management/Connecticut-Fish-Hatcheries
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Fisheries-Management/Burlington-Hatchery
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Fisheries-Management/Kensington-Hatchery
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Fisheries-Management/Quinebaug-Hatchery
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Fisheries-Management/Quinebaug-Hatchery
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Fisheries-Management/Trout-Research-and-Management
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/wildlife/pdf_files/outreach/connecticut_wildlife_magazine/cwma16pdf#page=8.ashx
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provide access to trout fishing opportunities throughout the year. Largely due to decades of extensive 

stocking of catchable-sized fish, and the diversity of options established in A Trout Management Plan for 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ Rivers and Streams (Hyatt et al. 1999), salmonids continue to be among the most highly 

sought-after gamefish in CT, generating ~1.2 million fishing trips and over $36 million per year annually 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
6 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, & Wildlife-Associated Recreation (FHWAR): 2011 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ IŀǘŎƘŜǊȅ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 

1) Quinebaug Valley State Trout Hatchery is the largest and newest State Fish Hatchery (established 

1971) and produces approximately 500,000 trout (~328,000 pounds) each year. It was renovated in 

the mid-мффлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛȅŜŀǊ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀnd improve 

fish production efficiencies.  

2) Burlington State Fish Hatchery, /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƛǎƘ ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊȅ, established in 1923, is 

smaller than Quinebaug and produces approximately 350,000 salmonids (~100,000 pounds) each year. 

Energy costs for this hatchery are minimal due to its gravity enhanced water flow system and artesian 

wells that require no electricity to pump ǿŀǘŜǊΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊȅΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 

(rearing tanks, piping and water control structures) are currently underway. Two unique fish, the 

ά{ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊέ ǎǘǊŀƛƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ ǘǊƻǳǘ and Kokanee are raised at this location. 

3) Kensington State Fish Hatchery, opened in 1934 and renovated occasionally over time, produces 

!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ {ŀƭƳƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ {ŀƭƳƻƴ [ŜƎŀŎȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƭƳƻƴ-in-Schools 

program. This hatchery is currently re-establishing a broodline of the Seeforellen Brown Trout strain.  

All totaled, this hatchery produces approximately 30,000 pounds of trout and salmon per year. 

Brought online in 1971, the Quinebaug Hatchery was the largest fish hatchery east of the Mississippi River. Today this facility 
produces the majority of our standard-size trout for the state 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/fishing/fisheries_management/Trout-Research-and-Management/trout-management-plan-1999-hyatt-et-al.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/fishing/fisheries_management/Trout-Research-and-Management/trout-management-plan-1999-hyatt-et-al.pdf
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2014/demo/fhw-11-nat.html

