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To:	State Department of Energy & Environmental Protection
From:	Betsy Gara, Executive Director, CWWA
Date:	June 25, 2021
Re:	Comments - DEEP’s Sustainable, Transparent & Efficient Practices for Solar Development

The Connecticut Water Works Association (CWWA), a trade association of municipal, regional and private water utilities, appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced program. 

CWWA supports efforts to promote the use of renewable energy to improve energy efficiency and reduce carbon emissions, including solar developments. Treating and distributing public water supplies is very energy intensive and many water utilities have turned to renewable energy in an effort to control costs, promote water conservation, and maintain affordable customer rates. This includes utilizing solar installations, wind power applications, energy efficient lighting, and participating in power purchase agreements, the state’s Renewable Energy Credit (ZREC) program and other energy efficient programs.   
However, renewable energy projects, including solar developments, proposed for construction in public water supply watersheds should be fully evaluated to assess whether the projects may compromise the integrity and quality of Connecticut’s public water supplies and, if so, whether such projects should be permitted or if best management practices should be required as a condition of approval to protect the quality of the water source. 
Source water protection is critical to protecting the quality and availability of public water supplies to meet the state’s public health, safety and economic development needs. Forestland is a vital component of source water protection efforts because trees help filter rain and snow, regulate stream flows, and reduce stormwater runoff. Recognizing the importance of source water protection, any development, including minor activities, on water company-owned public water supply watershed lands must obtain approval for a Water Company Lands Permit from the state Department of Public Health to ensure that activities do not compromise water quality and/or quantity in any way. 
Unfortunately, however, no such approval is required for activities on watershed lands that are not owned by the water company. Water utilities are required to be apprised of proposed of local land use developments on non-water company owned watershed lands, however, to ensure that they can provide input on how the proposed project may impact water quality and quantity. This has helped ensure that the impact on water quality and quantity and recommended best management practices to protect the water supply are appropriately considered by local land use boards. 
Similarly, we believe the Connecticut Siting Council should be required to perform an environmental assessment that fully considers the impact of a proposed solar development on the public water supply watershed, including the extent to which the project may impair water quality and/or quantity.  This would be consistent with other state laws and regulations aimed at protecting drinking water quality and availability. 
CWWA supports efforts to protect water quality and quantity by ensuring that solar developments do not result in 1) the clearcutting of forestland, which is the most desirable watershed land cover for protecting drinking water sources; 2) disturbance of area wetlands, steep slopes, and highly erosive soils; 3) erosion and sedimentation during construction; 4) and potential contamination concerns resulting from servicing and refueling of construction machinery and vehicles and storage of fuel within the watershed. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  
The Connecticut Water Works Association, Inc. (CWWA) is an association of private, municipal and regional public water supply utilities serving more than 500,000 customers, or population of about 2½ million people, located throughout Connecticut.  
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