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 This matter involves a package store liquor permit issued to Clintonville Package Store, 400 Clintonville Road, North Haven,  Connecticut.  A formal administrative hearing was held before the Department of Consumer Protection on September 7, 2006.    Nolasco F. Saldanha, permittee, appeared with counsel.        

The following charges are alleged against the Respondent.  It is alleged that on March 10, 2005, the  Respondent violated (1) Sec. 30-6-A40(f)  of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies by offering consumers a discount coupon for the purchase of alcohol.    It is further alleged that on May 26, 2005, the Respondent violated (2) Sec. 30-51(a) of the Connecticut General Statutes by allowing interior access between the stock room of the permit premises and an adjacent business.  The Respondent admitted the violations and the matter proceeded to a hearing. 
Based upon the testimony and documents presented at the hearing, we find the following facts.  In 2005, the department received a  complaint that Clintonville Package Store was offering coupons in the 2005 Yellow Book telephone directory which gave consumers a percentage discount off the purchase of alcohol.   On May 26, 2005, Liquor Control Agent Crowdis went to the premises to investigate this complaint.  He spoke with the permittee, Nolasco F. Saldanha, and informed Mr. Saldanha that such coupons were not allowed pursuant to Sec. 30-6-A40(f)  of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.    Mr. Saldanha had only recently purchased the store and stated that he did not know that such coupons were not permitted.  While there, Agent Crowdis also conducted a general inspection of the premises.  He located a door in the liquor storage room which led directly into the rear of the adjacent convenience store.  He instructed Mr. Saldanha to seal the door, and Mr. Saldanha assured the agent that he would do so immediately.   
The matter was subsequently resolved by way of an Offer in Compromise; as part of the resolution, the Respondent provided photographs of the purportedly sealed door.  Agent Crowdis returned to Clintonville Package Store on September 5, 2006 to verify that the  interior access issue had been corrected.  He walked into the rear store room and found that the door between the package store and the adjacent convenience store was open and had not been sealed, contrary to the Respondent’s representations.   Agent Crowdis walked through the door and spoke with Mr. Saldanha who was working in the convenience store.  Mr. Saldanha acknowledged that the door should have been sealed and indicated it was a “mistake”.  Based upon the evidence, not only did the permittee fail to seal the door immediately after Agent Crowdis’ May 26, 2005 visit as promised, he also misrepresented the condition of the door when he provided the photographs to the department in September 2006, a flagrant attempt to deceive the department. But for Agent Crowdis’ return visit on September 5, 2006, we would have been unaware that the Respondent hadn’t sealed the door as required and promised.    The respondent’s willful misrepresentation is an affront to this agency and his deceitful conduct cannot be condoned.  
Based upon Respondent’s admissions and the evidence adduced, the Respondent is found in violation of Charges # 1 and 2.     We hereby suspend the Respondent’s permit for a period of five days, and for an additional 7 days.  In lieu of the additional  7-day suspension, however, we will accept payment of a fine of $525.00, in accordance with Section 30-6-A8(i) and (k) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.  
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