
STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

APRIL 2004 MINUTES
STATE ELECTRICAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

The meeting of April 16, 2004 was called to order by Laurence A. Vallieres, Chairman, at 8:30 a.m. in Room 117 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.

Members Present:

Laurence A. Vallieres, Contractor, Chairman

Beverly A. Ceuch, Journeyperson
Jack B. Halpert, Public Member


Douglas A. Reid, Journeyman


Roger L. Johnson, Jr., Journeyman


Raymond A. Turri, Contractor
Members Absent: 
Kenneth B. Leech, Journeyman


Michael Muthersbaugh, Electronic Technician

Member Vacancy:
This Board currently has the following vacancies:
Three (3) Public Members, One (1) Contractor
Board Counsel Present:
None
DCP Staff Present:

Richard Hurlburt, Director of Occ./Pro. Licensing Division





Anthony Santoro, DCP Administrative Attorney





Judith R. Booth, Electrical Board Secretary

Others Present:

Robert Tworkowski, Electrical Contractor




Pieter Jimmo, Electrical Journeyman
The next meeting of this Board is scheduled for May 14, 2004, at 8:30 a.m. in Room 126.
Note:
The administrative functions of this Board are carried out by the Department of Consumer Protection, Occupational and Professional Licensing Division.  For information, call Director Richard M. Hurlburt at (860) 713-6135.

Review of the Electrical Board Minutes:

1.
The March 12, 2004Minutes and the April 2, 2004 Minutes were reviewed.

March 12, 2004 Minutes:


Board Member Jack Halpert made a motion to approve the March 12, 2004 Minutes as written.  Board Member Beverly Ceuch seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Note:
Board Members Roger Johnson and Raymond Turri abstained from voting.


April 2, 2004 Subcommittee Meeting Minutes:

This matter was tabled to the May 2004 meeting due to not having enough subcommittee members present.
Appearing Before the Board Today:
1.
Pieter Jimmo


Mr. Jimmo appeared before the Board today to discuss the denial of his E-1 application based on not holding his E-2 for two years.  The Board explained they did not have the authority to waive the two year requirement and suggested that Mr. Jimmo hire an E-1 for the company he plans to open or that he obtains an L-5 license.

No formal motion of denial was made.
Comments or Concerns of Any Person Present Today:
There were no comments or concerns addressed to the Board.

Applicants for Licensure Examination:  None

Applicants for Licensure Appearing in Person:  None

CHRO Applicants for Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Applicants for Licensure Pending Decision:  None

CHRO Renewal of Licensure:  None
Prior CHRO Request for Renewal of Licensure Pending Decision:  None

CHRO Request for Reinstatement of Licensure:  None

Prior CHRO Request for Reinstatement of Licensure Pending Decision:  None

Request for Reconsideration:

1.
William Herlth

Docket Number 03-639

On March 18, 2004, Paralegal France Lee issued an email for the Board’s review.  The email read as follows:


Judy, per our discussion this morning, please add the Matter of William Herlth, Docket No. 03-639, to the April 16 Electrical Board meeting agenda as a Request for Reconsideration item.   William Herlth's Formal Administrative Hearing was held on February 13, 2004.  The Board decided the matter and on March 12, 2004 the FDO was signed.  I mailed the FDO to the Respondent on March 15.    

 

The Board Ordered "that pursuant to Section 20-332-17(b), the Respondent surrender his E-1 contractor's license, because he does not have his own electrical contracting business, and within 30 days of receipt of this Order simultaneous exchange his E-1 for an E-2 license.   The Respondent's E-1 license shall be restored upon Respondent's submission to the Department of Consumer Protection of his eligibility for E-1 qualification. 

 

Since the issue of Mr. Herlth's E-1 contractor eligibility status was not an "alleged violation" in the Complaint, the Respondent was not given an opportunity, pursuant to CGS Sec. 4-182 (c), to show compliance with all lawful requirements for the retention of the license, prior to or during the Formal Administrative  Hearing. 

 

Attorney Anthony Santoro to discuss this matter with the Board.
Board Member Raymond Turri made a motion to remove the language from the Board Order of February 13, 2004.  Board Member Roger Johnson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Request to Suspend:  None
Stipulation and Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Orders:

Stipulation Containing Consent Order(s):
1.
ABC Refrigeration & Air Conditioning

Docket Number 03-697

Board Member Raymond Turri made a motion to accept this Stipulation for $1,000.00.  Board Member Douglas Reid seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Note:
Chairman Laurence Vallieres signed the Stipulation today.
2.
Arnco Sign and Crane, Inc.
Docket Number 02-876


Bryan Cohen


Docket Number 02-877

These matters were scheduled for a Formal Administrative Hearing today but resulted in a Stipulation Containing Consent Order for Arnco Sign and Crane, Inc.


Board Member Douglas Reid made a motion to accept the Stipulation for Arnco Sign & Crane Service, Inc., for $500.00, and to dismiss allegations against Bryan Cohen without Prejudice.  Board Member Raymond Turri seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Stipulation Containing Consent Order(s) Previously Heard:  None
​

Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Order(s):
1.
Peter Particelli


Docket Number 03-1362


This matter was scheduled for a Formal Administrative Hearing today but resulted in a Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Order.
Board Member Roger Johnson made a motion to accept the Stipulation for $1,000.00.  Board Member Douglas Reid seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Settlement Agreement Containing Consent Order(s) Previously Heard:  None
Notice of Continuance:  None
Request to Dismiss and Request to Dismiss Without Prejudice: 
Request to Dismiss:  None
Request to Dismiss without Prejudice:  None
Request to Revise:  None
Request to Reopen:  None

Review of PSI Examination Results:

The Board reviewed the PSI Examination results covering dates March 1, 2004 through March 31, 2004.
Correspondence:
1.
“Active License/Registration types” within this Divisions Responsibility to Maintain”

Director Richard Hurlburt presented this document to the Board under “FYI”
2.
News Release:  “Profit Sharing Plan Participants Formerly Employed by Simsbury, CT, Employer Will Receive Pension Benefits”


Director Richard Hurlburt presented this document to the Board under “FYI”
3.
PSI Examination flyer imparting information regarding Candidate Comments and Examination Review.


Director Richard Hurlburt presented this document to the Board under “FYI”
Legal Department’s Tracking Report:  None
Discussion:
1.
Subcommittee’s report on the Friday, April 2, 2004 meeting concerning “Continuing Education for Electrical Licenses”.

Chairman Laurence Vallieres provided an overview of the April 2, 2004 Subcommittee Meeting on Continuing Education.  The Board was pleased with the information they heard and the work that Chairman Laurence Vallieres put into this prior to the April 2, 2004 Subcommittee meeting.
New Business:
1.
Director Richard Hurlburt bought up the issue of mandatory insurance (liability and property damage) as it reads in Chapter 482 for E-1 licenses.  Of course, the language would need to be changed befitting the electrical statutes, Chapter 393.

With the exception of Board Member Raymond Turri, who does not see the necessity in having mandatory insurance for E-1s, the remaining Board Members present felt it was a good idea.
Old Business:

1.
Chairman Laurence Vallieres addressed the Board by saying that during an Electrical Inspectors' meeting hosted by Bob Nuzzi, State Electrical Inspector, one of the local building inspectors raised a question to him after the meeting, asking if the exemption of a trade license to single-family homeowners performing their own electrical, heating and plumbing work extended to condominium and townhouse owners.  The inspector was referencing a prior communication that he received from the State Building Inspector that was based on prior discussions held by this board. Chairman Vallieres responded that condo and townhouse owners doing work on their unit raises a concern, because of firewalls that exist in these buildings which the homeowner is not normally familiar with and in many instances common life safety systems such as fire alarms that are also part of the infrastructure of the overall building. Should firewalls be penetrated or any life safety systems accidentally be tampered with, and a fire ever develop, the effect on adjoining home owners could result in personal and property damage or even worse a fatality.  Chairman Vallieres concluded by saying that in his opinion, unless the Board disagrees, the repairs such as changing a light fixture, changing a light switch, or installing a dimmer switch in place of a light switch is work that the homeowner could do if done by the homeowner; however, any new installation of electrical work, that likewise would require a permit from the local authority, would need to be performed by a properly licensed person. If the condominium or townhouse is a single stand alone structure not connected to any other dwelling unit, the homeowner would be allowed to perform his/her own electrical work without a license based on the exemption of the law.
 

The Board agreed with Chairman Vallieres and requested that Director Richard Hurlburt forward a letter of clarification on behalf of the Electrical Work Examining Board to the State Building Official, Christopher Laux, and request that he distribute this letter to all the local building officials.

Director Hurlburt requested Board Secretary Booth submit the language to him as it will appear in the February 13, 2004 Minutes, so he could draft a letter to Mr. Laux.  The language was submitted from Board Secretary Booth to Director Hurlburt on Monday, 2/23.  A follow up email was sent from Board Secretary Booth to Director Hurlburt on 2/25 inquiring about the letter.  No response was received.

At the Friday, March 12, 2004 meeting, Director Hurlburt when asked about the letter to be sent to Mr. Laux replied, “Now that the March 12th Minutes have been passed, I will draft a letter.”  
During today’s proceedings, the Board noted that no letter had been written.  Director Hurlburt when asked about the letter to be sent to Mr. Laux replied, “Now that the Minutes have been passed, I will draft a letter.”  Chairman Laurence Vallieres asked that this item remain on the agenda until a letter is issued to Mr. Laux on this matter.
2.
Board Member Michael Muthersbaugh asked DCP Attorney Anthony Santoro on the status of a complaint against Halsted Communications, which was submitted over a year ago.

Administrative Attorney Anthony Santoro replied that the matter is under investigation.
Postponed Formal Administrative Hearings:  None

Formal Administrative Hearings:  None
Final Decisions and Orders Presented and were Signed:
The following Final Decisions and Orders were submitted by France Lee, DCP Paralegal, to Chairman Laurence Vallieres:  None
Final Decisions and Orders Presented and were not Signed:  None
There being no further business, a motion was made by Board Member Jack Halpert to adjourn the meeting.
The motion was seconded by Board Member Douglas Reid.
The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Judith R. Booth, Board Secretary






5
1
Electrical Board Meeting of April 16, 2004

