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CONNECTICUT CELEBRATES ADOPTION DAY WITH A FOCUS ON RELATIVE ADOPTIONS 
 
Helpful organizations and programs exist to support families throughout the whole adoption experience 
 
Seventy children were adopted on November 22 when Connecticut celebrated Adoption Day in Juvenile 
Courts across the state. (See related links below to media coverage of the adoptions from throughout 
Connecticut.) 
 
Every adoption is special -- as is every child. But one adoption by a maternal aunt from Cromwell drew 
particular attention because Emma, her one-year-old niece, was so excitedly received as part of the 
expanded family by her now-big brothers – Gabriel, 12, Miguel, 8, and Jordan, 6. Alyssa Luna, the maternal 
aunt, never let her family responsibilities to her own boys stop her from taking in Emma as an infant. Nor 
was she deterred by the fact that she had just started a new job at a local hospital AND was a full-time 
nursing student at Goodwin College! When the Department called her to see if she would consider providing 
a home for her sister’s newborn, Emma just said, “Sure.” 
 
Now Emma is a permanent part of the family along with Alyssa and her three handsome and proud boys! 
Alyssa is far from being alone as a relative stepping in to fill the gap of a family member who is unable to 
care for his or her child.  
 
While hundreds of children are adopted each year in Connecticut, it is not widely recognized that family 
members can and do adopt related children who have been placed into foster care. Of the 532 adoptions 
that were completed in State Fiscal Year 2019, about 30 percent were adoptions by relatives. Another 340 
children in state care achieved permanency through subsidized guardianship – bringing the total number of 
children in state care to achieve permanency to 872 during that period. 
 
Department Commissioner Vannessa Dorantes said important improvements in using relatives to provide 
foster homes for children have taken place in Connecticut, and now the time is right to build on that success 
by increasing relative adoptions and providing greater permanency to children in care. 
 
“Children deserve and benefit from the continuity that kinship provides, and they also deserve permanency 
that will serve as a mooring for them as they grow into adulthood.” Commissioner Dorantes said.  “So this 
year, we are making relative adoption the focus of our month-long celebration of National Adoption Month 
and Connecticut Adoption Day.”  
 
Over the last several years, the Department has expanded the use of kinship families – those that are either 
related to the child or otherwise know the child, such as a coach, teacher, neighbor or friend of the family. 
The use of these kinship families has more than double since 2011 and now there are roughly as many 
children in a kinship home as in a traditional, non-relative foster home. 
 
“If we have to remove a child from home, we reduce the trauma that results if we can have the child live 
with someone they already know and love,” Commissioner Dorantes said. “Those same wonderful kinship 
families can provide the permanency every child needs through adoption, and we need to highlight those 
opportunities.” 
 
A critically important factor that supports relatives and ALL adoptive parents is the network of organizations 
and programs available to help the families – the adoptive parents and the children – get through inevitable 
challenges and continue to thrive. Below are some of these organizations and programs and how to access 
them. 
   



Subsidy… Did you know? 
 
After finalization, there is more work to be done… 
 
 
There are nearly 8,000 adoption subsidy cases being managed by a staff of 5 processing technicians (in 
addition to over 3,000 guardianship cases). Technicians are assigned cases based on the first letter of the 
child’s last name. 
 
As soon as the child’s adoption or guardianship has been finalized, it is important to have the record sent 
to the subsidy unit so the processing technicians can set up the child’s subsidy file.  Adoptive parents are 
eager to start using the child’s new adoptive name at doctors’ offices and pharmacies but need to continue 
using the birth name/medical until the new medical coverage is processed which can take several months.  
 
Families should be told to expect a gap in the initial subsidy payment due to the case being converted in 
LINK to a subsidy case and the following month the subsidy payment will be caught up.  Direct deposit is 
highly recommended to avoid lost checks.  It takes 6-8 weeks for the direct deposit to begin.  It is important 
to notify the subsidy unit of any address changes. 
 
The processing technicians send weekly reports to Revenue Enhancement for medical insurance 
changes.  The child will receive a new medical card/number under the new name. 
 
Processing technicians conduct 300-400 biennial reviews every month (in addition to guardianship reviews). 
Families are asked to sign an updated adoption agreement every 2 years (every year for guardianship) and 
have the agreement notarized. 
 
Adoptive parents obtain the new birth certificate from the town hall where the child was born.  Adoptive 
parents should then contact their local social security office for a card with the new name. 
The processing technicians review all medically complex cases for continued eligibility.  
 

Phone Numbers:   

 Subsidy Files (A-C, T, U) & (guardian S)  Dixon, 
Sharon, 860-550-6472 

 Subsidy Files (D-H) & (adoption S) Gonzalez, Maria, 
860-550-6408 

 Subsidy Files (I-M, W) Adgers, Lorri , 860-550-6397  

 Subsidy Files (N-R, V, Y, Z)  Montagano, Rosemary, 
860-550-6308 

  

  
left to right:  Lori Franceschini (PS), Sharon Dixon,  

Maria Gonzalez, Lorri Adgers, Delcina Gilling,  

Deanna McIntosh (SWS), Rosemary Montagano 
 
  



 

 

 

 
 
  



 

 


