To: All Drivers of State-Owned Vehicles

From: Stephen MeGirr, Director
DAS/Fleet Operations
Date: January 1, 2019

Subject: Use of Handheld Mobile Telephones and Electronic Devices.
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DAS Fleet Operations Policy

Drivers shall not operate cell phones, multi-media enabled smart phones, MP3
players, GPS devices, laptop computers, tablet computers, or other handheld
electronic devices (an “Electronic Device”) unless the Electronic Device is being
operated via a hands-free mode or while the vehicle is in park, and is being used solely
for the conduct of official State business. Any use of an Electronic Device that is not
hands-free, including but not limited to talking, reading, sending or receiving text
messages, or reading, sending or recelving email messages, 1s prohibited while the
vehicle is in drive or in motion. Drivers are prohibited from watching the screen of an
Electronic Device while operating a State owned or leased motor vehicle unless the
vehicle is in park.

The only exception to this prohibition is if a Driver is required to use a hand-held
Electronic Device in an emergency situation in order to communicate with an
emergency response operator, hospital, physician’s office, health clinic, Ambulance
Company, fire department or police department.

The following is excerpt of the relevant provisions of the Connecticut General
Statutes regarding the use of handheld mobile telephones and electronic
devices, which forms the basis for this policy. State Emplovees operating
State Vehicles are required to be compliant with this statute.

Sec. 14-296aa. Use of hand-held mobile telephones and mobile electronic
devices by motor vehicle operators and school bus drivers prohibited or
restricted. Exceptions. Penalties. Amounts remitted to municipality. Record
of violation. (a) For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following
meanings:

(1) “Mobile telephone” means a cellular, analog, wireless or digital telephone
capable of sending or receiving telephone communications without an access line for
service.




(2) “Using” or “use” means holding a hand-held mobile telephone to, or in

the immediate proximity of, the user's ear.

(3) “Hand-held mobile telephone” means a mobile telephone with which a user
engages 1n a call using at least one hand.

(4) “Hands-free accessory” means an attachment, add-on, built-in feature, or
addition to a mobile telephone, whether or not permanently installed in a motor
vehicle, that, when used, allows the vehicle operator to maintain both hands on the
steering wheel.

(b) “Hands-free mobile telephone” means a hand-held mobile telephone that has an
internal feature or function, or that is equipped with an attachment or addition,
whether or not permanently part of such hand-held mobile telephone, by which a user
engages in a call without the use of either hand, whether or not the use of either hand
is necessary to activate, deactivate or initiate a function of such telephone.

(6) “Engage in a call” means talking into or listening on a hand-held mobile
telephone, but does not include holding a hand-held mobile telephone to activate,
deactivate or initiate a function of such telephone.

(7) “Immediate proximity” means the distance that permits the operator of a hand-
held mobile telephone to hear telecommunications transmitted over such hand-held
mobile telephone, but does not require physical contact with such operator's ear.

(8) “Mobile electronic device” means any hand-held or other portable electronic
equipment capable of providing data communication between two or more persons,
including a text messaging device, a paging device, a personal digital assistant, a
laptop computer, equipment that is capable of playing a video game or a digital video
disk, or equipment on which digital photographs are taken or transmitted, or any
combination thereof, but does not include any audio equipment or any equipment
installed in a motor vehicle for the purpose of providing navigation, emergency
assistance to the operator of such motor vehicle or video entertainment to the
passengers in the rear seats of such motor vehicle.

(9) “Operating a motor vehicle” means operating a motor vehicle on any
highway, as defined in section 14-1, including being temporarily stationary
due to traffic, road conditions or a traffic control sign or signal, but not
including being parked on the side or shoulder of any highway where such
vehicle is safely able to remain stationary.

(b) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection and subsections (c¢) and (d)
of this section, no person shall operate a motor vehicle upon a highway, as defined in
section 14-1, while using a hand-held mobile telephone to engage in a call or while
using a mobile electronic device. An operator of a motor vehicle who types, sends or
reads a text message with a hand-held mobile telephone or mobile electronic device



while operating a motor vehicle shall be 1n violation of this section, except that if such
operator is driving a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in section 14-1, such
operator shall be charged with a violation of subsection {(e) of this section.

(2) An operator of a motor vehicle who holds a hand-held mobile telephone
to, or in the immediate proximity of, his or her ear while operating a motor

vehicle is presumed to be engaging in a call within the meaning of this
section. The presumption established by this subdivision is rebuttable by evidence

tending to show that the operator was not engaged in a call.

(4) Subdivision (1) of this subsection shall not apply to: (A} The use of a hand-held
mobile telephone for the sole purpose of communicating with any of the following
regarding an emergency situation: An emergency response operator; a hospital,
physician's office or health clinic; an ambulance company; a fire department; or a
police department, or (B) any of the following persons while in the performance of
their official duties and within the scope of their employment: A peace officer, as
defined in subdivision (9) of section 53a-3, a firefighter or an operator of an ambulance
or authorized emergency vehicle, as defined in section 14-1, a member of the armed
forces of the United States, as defined in section 27-103, while operating a military
vehicle, or a sworn motor vehicle inspector acting under the authority of section 14-
8, or {C) the use of a hand-held radio by a person with an amateur radio station license
issued by the Federal Communications Commission in emergency situations for
emergency purposes only, or (D} the use of a hands-free mobile telephone.

(¢) No person shall use a hand-held mobile telephone or other electronic device,
including those with hands-free accessories, or a mobile electronic device while
operating a school bus that is carrying passengers, except that this subsection shall
not apply to (1) a school bus driver who places an emergency call to school officials,
or (2) the use of a hand-held mobile telephone as provided in subparagraph (A) of
subdivision (4) of subsection (b) of this section.

(e) No person shall use a hand-held mobile telephone or other electronic device or
type, read or send text or a text message with or from a mobile telephone or mobile
electronic device while operating a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in section
14-1, except for the purpose of communicating with any of the following regarding an
emergency situation: An emergency response operator; a hospital; physician's office
or health clinic; an ambulance company; a fire department or a police department.

(f) Except as provided in subsections (b) to (e), inclusive, of this section, no person
shall engage in any activity not related to the actual operation of a motor vehicle in
a manner that interferes with the safe operation of such vehicle on any highway, as
defined in section 14-1.

(i) An operator of a motor vehicle who commits a moving violation, as defined in
subsection (a) of section 14-111g, while engaged in any activity prohibited by this



section shall be fined in accordance with subsection (h) of this section, in addition to
any penalty or fine imposed for the moving violation.

(k) A record of any violation of this section shall appear on the driving history
record or motor vehicle record, as defined in section 14-10, of any person who commits
such violation, and the record of such violation shall be available to any motor vehicle
insurer in accordance with the provisions of section 14-10.

1st Offense: $150.00 Infraction
2nd Offense: $300.00 Infraction
3rd Offense: $500.00 Infraction

Fines are doubled if committed in a posted Construction Zone.

As stated in General letter 115, the Driver is responsible for promptly paying
parking fines and other liability charges incurred while operating any
motor vehicle on state business. Such fines are the personal liability of the
driver.



