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On March 6, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition (Petition) from the Connecticut Municipal Electric Energy Cooperative (CMEEC) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed installation of 2.5 megawatt (MW) generator and associated equipment.  The generator would provide peaking power for the grid, as well as emergency power for the Jewett City area in the event of the loss of a feeder.   

Specifically, CMEEC seeks to install a 2.5 MW fuel oil-fired electric generator next to an existing substation to the rear of Rite Aid plaza in Jewett City.  The generator would be located inside a prefabricated container and would be approximately 50 feet long, 15 feet wide, and 14 feet high.  This would include a 4,000 gallon double-walled fuel oil tank.  The generator would be located on a comparable sized concrete pad.  The exhaust stack would reach a maximum height of 23 feet.    
The unit would be equipped with a selective catalytic reduction (SCR) device to reduce NOx emissions by approximately 90 percent.  This would require the use of a urea storage tank.  The urea storage tank would be cylindrical in shape with a diameter of approximately eight feet and a height of approximately 11.5 feet tall.  The tank would be double-walled for spill/leakage protection would be located on an approximately 9-foot by 9-foot concrete pad.   Such equipment would be located inside a proposed 74-foot by 24-foot fenced compound.  One existing CL&P wood pole would be relocated on the subject property to accommodate the generator.  The unit would be connected to the grid via the adjacent substation.        

To the north of the site is Rite Aid Plaza, to the east is an existing substation and other buildings associated with the Jewett City Department of Public Utilities.  To the east of the site is commercial in nature.  To the south is Ashland Pond.  The nearest home is located approximately 400 feet to the south on the opposite side of the pond.  The nearest wetland is 18 feet to the south and is associated with the river.  No direct impacts to the wetland are expected.  However, CMEEC would install an erosion sediment control fence between the project and wetland.  
CMEEC is expected to receive its recommendations from the Town Planning and Zoning Commission with respect to landscaping in the next few weeks.  The landscaping is expected to screen much of the project from the view of the residences and surrounding area.  Neighboring residences were provided notice of the project as part of the P&Z process.  No objections were received.  By letter dated January 22, 2009, the First Selectman of Griswold expressed his support for the proposed project.  
CMEEC has applied for a permit from the Department of Environmental Protection, which if approved, would allow the unit to be dispatched and operated approximately 500 to 1,200 hours per year.  Noise levels associated with the generator operating would be within the applicable standards at the nearest receptor, i.e. the nearest residences.    
This project was field reviewed by Council member James J. Murphy and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on March 30, 2009.  Attorney Philip Sussler and Michael Brown from CMEEC, as well as Glenn Wilson of Sustainable Energy Analytics, LLC and Frank Marafioti, P.E also attended the field review.          
