Petition No. 879
117 Washington Street, North Haven, CT

Staff Report

March 12, 2009
Youghiogheny Communications-Northeast, LLC, doing business as Pocket Communications (“Pocket”) has petitioned the Council that a Certificate is not required for the modification of an existing telecommunications facility in the Town of North Haven.  The modification involves the installation of three flush mount antennas, an expanded equipment area to contain Pocket’s ground equipment and a new utility run necessary to facilitate Pocket’s proposed antenna installation.  Pocket submits that no Certificate is required because the proposed modification, a 6’ by 6’ additional equipment compound and additional utility run, will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.  Executive Director Derek Phelps met with Pocket Consultant Thomas F. Flynn at the proposed site on Thursday, February 26, to review the proposal.

The tower currently supports Sprint antennas at the one hundred foot (100’) level centerline AGL (above ground level) and Verizon antennas at the one hundred ten foot level (110’) AGL.  Pocket proposes to install three Kathrein 742-213 flush mount antennas on the tower at the eighty five foot centerline (85’) AGL, and Nortel BTS 1100 and Ericsson RBS 3106 cabinets, mounted on an “H-Frame,” contained within a six foot by six foot (6’-0” x 6’-0”) lease area.  A small GPS antenna will be mounted to the H-Frame.  An ice bridge will run from the lease area to the tower.  As mentioned above and shown in the site plans attached hereto as Exhibit B, Pocket will need to create a small fenced in area to the south of the monopole to contain it’s ground equipment.  This area will be contained within the six foot (6’-0” x 6’-0”) lease area, which will be fenced.  An existing fence that currently surrounds the base of the monopole will remain.  In addition, Pocket will need to install a new utility run that will be run via a proposed underground conduit from the compound to an existing utility pole north of the site.
A structural analysis of the monopole tower facility has been performed.  The analysis confirms that the tower is structurally capable of safely supporting the proposed installation.  The proposed project area is in a primarily commercial area adjacent to the Amtrak railroad tracks and behind a large shopping plaza with railroad track and Interstate 91 to the west.   The area between the tower and 91 is mostly vacant.  There are no residences in the immediate area.  The worst-case RF power density calculations for the facility, inclusive of the proposed Pocket antennas, would be 38.93%.
Council staff recommends approval of this proposed co-location upon this existing facility with the condition that Pocket Communications repair or replace as necessary the barbed wire that is in disrepair on the existing compound fencing.
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View from Front of Plaza Area.

Tower is 110 feet; Pocket proposes to go on at 85-foot level.
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View of Proposed Compound Expansion Area.

Pocket proposes adding a 6-foot by 6-foot expansion.
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