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On June 1, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Logan Energy for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the installation of a 300 kW Combined Heat and Power Fuel Cell at Carla’s Pasta manufacturing facility in South Windsor, Connecticut. Council member Brian Golembiewski and staff member David Martin visited the site on June 30, 2011 to review the proposal. Dan Connors represented Logan Energy (Logan) and Sergio Squatrito represented Carla’s Pasta at the field review. 

Logan seeks to install a natural gas-fueled 300 kW combined heat and power, molten carbonate fuel cell system on the grounds of the Carla’s Pasta manufacturing facility in South Windsor. The fuel cell system consists of three component subsystems: Stack Modules, which contain the electrochemical cells that produce DC power; the Mechanical Balance of Plant that contains the process equipment that treats the water and fuel used in the electrochemical reaction producing the electricity; and the Electrical Balance of Plant that converts the DC power produced in the Stack Modules into AC power. 
The modular components of the fuel cell system would be installed inside a 38-foot by 32-foot fenced-in compound on a grassy lawn across a driveway from the manufacturing plant. A tree removed to install the fuel system would be replaced nearby. Electrical and heating connections to the plant would go underground and would necessitate temporarily cutting through the driveway. 
The fuel cell system would consume approximately 1.6 gallons per minute and would discharge approximately 0.4 gallons per minute. Water would be supplied by the Metropolitan District Commission, and excess water would be discharged to the Town of South Windsor sewer system.

The estimated noise level of the fuel cell system is 72 db(A) at a point ten feet from the system’s perimeter. Noise from the system would be within state and local regulatory limits.

The fuel cell system is manufactured by Fuel Cell Energy located in Torrington and Danbury. It produces low CO2 and virtually zero air pollutants and is certified as an “ultra-clean” technology by the California Air Resources Board. 

Carla’s Pasta is located at the end of a cul-de-sac in an area zoned for industrial use. All of its nearest neighbors are other industrial facilities. The area immediately to the east and south of the plant is heavily wooded. In addition, the edges of the grassy area on which the fuel system would be installed are well-screened by existing vegetation. 
Logan’s proposed installation of the fuel cell system is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
