Petition No. 990
Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless
577 Bell Street, Glastonbury
June 21, 2011

On May 3, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Cellco) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed extension of an existing telecommunications facility located at 577 Bell Street, Glastonbury.

Specifically, Cellco seeks to extend the existing 92-foot lattice tower (owned by Cox Communications) by 12 feet to reach a height of 104 feet.  Cellco would install 15 panel antennas at the 100-foot level of the tower on T-arm mounts.  Cellco’s antennas would not extend above the top of the tower.  A Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut has certified that the tower and foundation require reinforcements to be structurally adequate to support the proposed increase in loading.  The maximum worst-case power density would be 82.7 percent of the applicable limit.    

To accommodate its equipment, Cellco would also install a 12-foot by 20-foot equipment shelter.  Cellco would also install a backup diesel generator on a 5-foot by 12-foot concrete pad.  This would require a 20-foot by 50-foot expansion of the compound to the west.  There are no wetlands at the site.  Tree clearing is not expected.  To screen the expanded compound, Cellco would plant ten new shrubs to match existing shrubs.
The subject property is an existing farm with a residence owned by John Spencer.  Abutting properties to the east, west, north are owned by the property owner’s relatives.  There are four houses south and near to the site, two of which are owned by the property owner’s relatives.  Cellco had provided notice to the property owner and all abutting property owners.  The property owner does not object to the proposed project.  Two abutters inquired about the project, but did not express objections.  To date, no comments have been received from the Town of Glastonbury.  

At the field review, it was suggested that a small gravel parking area immediately east of the tower be established so that Cellco’s trucks would have a place to park that would not block the property owner’s driveway.  Cellco is amenable to such a modification to the site plan including installing a small amount of additional screening.  

Cellco also had a visibility analysis performed by VHB, Inc.  Based on the analysis, the overall year-round visibility would increase from 31 acres to 34 acres with the tower extension.  Additional views of the extended tower are possible on Bush Hill Road, located approximately 0.45 miles north of the tower.  However, such views would likely be intermittent and limited to the top of the proposed extension.   Overall, the visibility of the tower is not expected to increase significantly.    
This petition was field reviewed by Council member Phil Ashton and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on June 20, 2011.  Attorney Ken Baldwin (representing Cellco) from Robinson & Cole LLP and Sandy Carter from Cellco also attended the field review.  Mr. and Mrs. Spencer also attended the field review.  
