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On February 15, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from New Cingular Wireless PCS LLP (AT&T) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the extension of an existing telecommunications facility located at 6 Mountain Road in Washington, Connecticut.  On March 28, 2011, Council Member Colin Tait and Council staff member Robert Mercier conducted a field review of the proposed installation.  Others present at the field review were AT&T representatives Christopher Fisher and Michael Libertine, Washington Montessori Association representative Peter Grimes, and the Town of Washington First Selectman Mark Lyon.  
AT&T proposes to install a 10-foot extension on an existing 160-foot monopole owned by Cellco Partnership.  The existing facility was approved by the Council on September 25, 2007 in Docket 332.  The existing facility is located on a wooded ridge west of Route 202 and primarily serves the Route 202 corridor.  Current tower loading includes Cellco at the 157 and 147-foot levels (three flush mounted antennas per level).  Cellco also has space reserved at the 137-foot level.  T-Mobile is approved through a tower share to locate at the 127-foot level but has not yet installed their equipment.  
AT&T proposes to install a 10-foot extension on top of the tower and place six flush mounted antennas at a centerline height of 167 feet.  The tower and foundation are capable of supporting the proposed installation.  Due to space limitations within the tower’s interior, AT&T proposes to mount coax on the exterior of the tower.  AT&T would also install an equipment shelter within the compound.  No expansion of the compound would be necessary.  
VHB performed a visibility analysis of the proposed extension.  The extension would have a negligible effect on visibility from the surrounding area given the site’s location of the side of a wooded ridge and the relative distance between the site and most receptors.  Additionally, the tower is painted dark brown which blends in with the surrounding terrain, especially during leaf-off conditions.  AT&T would paint the proposed exterior cables and antennas to blend in with the existing finish.  
Power density emissions from the site would be within applicable standards.  
