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On January 10, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to an existing CL&P substation at 185 Cherry Hill Road in Newington, Connecticut. Staff member David Martin visited the site on February 9, 2011 to review the proposal. Gerry Burke and John Morissette represented CL&P at the field review. Council member Ed Wilensky had been scheduled to attend the field review but was unable to participate. David Martin revisited the site with Mr. Wilensky on February 22, 2011 to go over CL&P’s proposed modifications.
CL&P seeks to expand the easterly fence of its substation by 25 feet to accommodate a position for a mobile transformer that would be brought into the substation in the case of an emergency condition caused by the failure of an existing transformer. CL&P would also install one new 115-kV circuit switcher and would replace two manually operated circuit switchers with two new switchers capable of being remotely controlled. The addition of the one new circuit switcher and the replacement of two existing switchers would improve the substation’s reliability. The new switchers and related equipment would be on the same scale as the substation’s existing infrastructure and would not noticeably increase the visual impact of the substation.
The Cherry Hill Road substation is surrounded by residential development, but the substation is well-screened by stands of mature vegetation, thick enough to provide effective screening even when leaves are off of the trees. 
CL&P’S proposed modifications to the substation are not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
