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On December 1, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from UTC Power Corporation (UTC) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the installation of two 400 kW fuel cells in support of a customer-side distributed resources project at the Coca-Cola bottling plant at 451 Main Street in East Hartford, Connecticut. Council member Dan Lynch and staff member David Martin visited the site on February 10, 2011 to review the proposal. Kent McCord and Kim Lingard represented UTC and Brian Misenheimer, Vern Larriviere, and Mike Doyle represented Coca-Cola at the field review. 
UTC seeks to install two 400 kW fuel cells next to Coca-Cola’s bottling plant building. The fuel cells, each of which would be nine feet wide by 29 feet long by 10 feet tall, would be located on the north side of the building in a paved area currently unused except for the occasional storage of truck trailers. The fuel cells would be installed in an L-shaped configuration and would be enclosed by a fence that would match the existing decorative, wrought iron fence that currently runs along the edge of the paved area where the cells would be located. Coca-Cola will conduct a contest in the community for a design that will be used on the wrap to be placed around the fuel cells.

The natural gas needed for the fuel cells is available on the Coca-Cola property. Bringing the gas to the fuel cells would require a short underground pipeline. The fuel cells would generate little water discharge, but what would be generated would be directed to dry wells near the fuel cells. 

The fuel cells would generate a total of 800 kW of electricity to be used in plant production and would generate excess heat that would be used to support the bottling process and for space heating. When all of the heat generated by the fuel cells is utilized, the cells’ efficiency would be 90%. All of the electricity generated would be used by the plant when it is operating close to its capacity. At slower times, some of the electricity would be sold to the grid. 
UTC’s fuel cells do generate some carbon emissions but in such small quantities that they are exempt from being regulated under the California air emission standards.  Utilization of the fuel cells would result in an overall carbon reduction of approximately 2,000 metric tons for Coca-Cola.
Main Street in the vicinity of the Coca-Cola bottling plant is characterized by a mix of commercial and industrial uses, although there is a residential neighborhood approximately 250-300 feet to the east, beyond Main Street. The noise emitted by the fuel cells would be within the Department of Environmental Protection’s standards at the nearest receptors to the bottling plant. The installation of the fuel cells would not constitute much of a visual change to this area of Main Street.
The installation of these two fuel cells has been approved for funding by the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund under its On-Site Renewable Distributed Generation program. 

The proposed fuel cell installation is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
