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On October 29, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) from Dominion Nuclear Connecticut, Inc. (Dominion) for a declaratory ruling no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed replacement of the Reserve Station Service Transformer (RSST) and Normal Station Service Transformer (NSST) for Millstone Unit 2 facility.  
The existing NSST and RSST provide station primary and backup power, respectively, for the generating facility in order to power pumps, lighting, and other equipment.  The NSST is fed from the Unit 2 generator’s approximately 23 kilovolt (23-kV) output.  The RSST is fed from the 345-kV system to ensure it remains energized even with Unit 2 shut down.  

The existing three-phase 45 MVA NSST and RSST are 35 years old and due to be replaced.  In addition, the recent capacity increase of Unit 2 has placed increased demand on the transformers.  Thus, Dominion seeks to install new, larger 60 MVA three-phase transformers to replace the existing NSST and RSST.  

The site is located within the secure, protected area of the Millstone plant.  The nearest residences are roughly ¾ of a mile away.  There would be no visual impact due to the large size of the subject property (~520 acres) and the surrounding buildings and equipment in the secure area.  Thus, the NSST and RSST will not be visible to any abutters.  Noise is not expected to be a concern since the transformers would not be audible at the property boundaries due to the very large parcel size.  The site is devoid of any vegetation or wildlife being a stone-covered courtyard already developed with utility equipment.  

The NSST foundation construction would commence in March 2011 with completion expected during the spring 2014 outage.  The RSST foundation construction would commence in July 2011 with completion expected during the fall 2012 outage.  Along with the foundations, new retention pits would also be developed to accommodate the larger transformers and protect against insulating oil leakage.  Once the new NSST and RSST are in place, the existing transformers would be removed.    

The Town of Waterford has no objection to the proposed project and believes it is consistent with the management guidelines approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission on May 20, 1985.

The Petition was field reviewed by Council member Philip Ashton and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on November 15, 2010.  Forrest Kocon and Steve Wells (both representatives of Dominion) also attended the field review.    

