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	PETITION NO. 973 – North Atlantic Towers, LLC and New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to replace and expand an existing structure located at 880 Andrew Mountain Road, Naugatuck, Connecticut.
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Opinion
On October 18, 2010, North Atlantic Towers, LLC (North Atlantic Towers) and New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T) submitted a Petition for declaratory ruling that a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is not required for the proposed construction of a new 120-foot monopole in place of an existing 100-foot guyed lattice tower at 880 Andrew Mountain Road in Naugatuck.  
The proposed tower and associated compound would be installed in the north-central portion within a wooded area of a 105-acre parcel, in the same place as the existing tower.  The existing tower was installed by the Connecticut “Division of Fish and Game” during the 1950s and is no longer in use.  The existing tower is currently owned by the property owner, Franklin B. Andrew.  North Atlantic Towers would remove the existing tower prior to constructing the new tower.
AT&T would locate six panel antennas with a centerline of 117 feet above ground level.  The proposed 120-foot monopole would be designed to accommodate three additional carriers.

The proposed compound would be located at the base of the tower within a 100-foot by 100-foot lease area.  The compound was originally proposed to be 75 feet by 75 feet, but North Atlantic Towers would reduce the compound size to 50 feet by 50 feet to minimize clearing.  The Council will order that the 50-foot by 50-foot compound be constructed as far south as possible within the leased area.   

The proposed access road would extend approximately 580 feet from Andrew Mountain Road over a new gravel drive to the site.  The access road was originally proposed south of a line of shrubbery along the northern property boundary, so as not to require any clearing of the shrubs.  However, the Petitioner relocated the road northward at the request of the property owner, who wanted more open farmland available.  The Council feels the shrubbery would provide a useful buffer, and will order that the access drive be moved back to its original proposed location approximately 50 feet from the northern property boundary.  
Utilities would be installed underground from the overhead utility lines that exist along the northern property boundary, parallel to the access road.
The tower setback radius would remain completely within the host parcel.  

The proposed 120-foot monopole would be visible year-round from approximately 81 acres.  The existing tower is visible year-round from approximately 69 acres.  Therefore, the additional 20 feet in height would result in an additional approximately 12 acres with a view of the proposed tower.  To reduce visual impact from the proposed monopole, antennas could be mounted on t-arms, as opposed to platforms.  To further reduce visual impact, the monopole could be painted brown up to the height of the tree canopy and a light color above that height.
There are no wetlands within 150 feet of the proposed tower or along the access road.  There would be no effect on historic, architectural or archaeological resources.  No migratory bird species are expected to be adversely impacted by the construction of the proposed facility.   

After reviewing the record in this proceeding, the Council finds that there would be no significant adverse environmental impacts associated with the construction of a new 120-foot monopole in the same location as an existing 100-foot guyed lattice tower.  Since the existing tower is in place, there would already be some visual impact to the area.  The proposed tower, even with the additional 20 feet in height, would have a minimal additional visual impact to the surrounding area.  
According to a methodology prescribed by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Office of Engineering and Technology Bulletin No. 65E, Edition 97-01 (August 1997), the combined radio frequency power density levels of the antennas proposed to be installed on the tower have been calculated to amount to 9.1% of the FCC’s Maximum Permissible Exposure, as measured at the base of the tower. This percentage is well below federal and state standards established for the frequencies used by wireless companies.  If federal or state standards change, the Council will require that the tower be brought into compliance with such standards.  The Council will require that the power densities be recalculated in the event other carriers add antennas to the tower. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 prohibits any state or local agency from regulating telecommunications towers on the basis of the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions to the extent that such towers and equipment comply with FCC’s regulations concerning such emissions.
Based on the record in this proceeding, the Council finds that there would be no significant adverse environmental effect associated with the construction of a 120-foot monopole at 880 Andrew Mountain Road in Naugatuck, Connecticut.  Therefore, the Council will grant the Petition for declaratory ruling that a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is not required for this project.















