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November 18, 2010

On October 18, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from MetroPCS Massachusetts, LLC  (MetroPCS) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for an expansion of an existing unipole structure located at the Goshen Fire Department, One Palmer Road in Waterford, Connecticut. Council member Jerry Murphy and staff member David Martin visited the site on November 3, 2010 to review the proposal. Bill Martin of MetroPCS, Dick Man of Nanepashemet, and Chris Fisher of Cuddy & Feder represented MetroPCS at the field review. Representatives of the Goshen Fire Department were also present at the field review. 

Under Petition 659, AT&T replaced a 40-foot tall wooden pole, which held emergency sirens associated with the nearby Millstone Nuclear Plant, and a rooftop fire department antenna with an 87-foot tall unipole (flagpole type of tower without the flag) in order to mount antennas at centerline heights of 85 and 79 feet above ground level. This petition was approved on March 17, 2004. Now MetroPCS is seeking to extend the height of the unipole an additional ten feet to 97 feet above ground level. MetroPCS would install three antennas inside the ten-foot extension at a centerline height of 94 feet. MetroPCS would also design its extension to be able to fly a flag in keeping with a request from the Fire Department. 
In its petition filing, MetroPCS indicated that it would install its ground equipment within a new 11-foot by 17-foot fenced enclosure that would be located near the rear property of the Fire Department’s property. Cables would extend from the equipment compound under an existing driveway in the rear of the Fire Department and then into the existing unipole. At the field review, Fire Department representatives explained that the Department would soon be acquiring the adjacent property and that they wanted to locate the equipment compound on this adjacent property, a change in location of approximately 25 feet to the north. This relocation would move the equipment compound from a place the Fire Department uses for cooking during its fund-raising carnivals to a spot that would be more convenient for it. Update: When informed about the fire department’s desire to change the location of the equipment compound, the Waterford Inland Wetland Officer pointed out that their preferred location is within wetlands. For this reason, the Council may wish to specify in its decision that the equipment compound shall remain in its originally proposed location or may be adjusted as long as it remains on the current Fire Department property.
MetropPCS’ original plans called for an eight-foot high, white vinyl fence. The Town of Waterford’s zoning official sent the Council an email explaining that the Town would consider an eight-foot high fence to be a structure that would have to comply with setback requirements. MetroPCS’ representatives expressed a willingness to install a six-foot high fence instead. The fence would still be white vinyl designed to look like a stockade fence.
CSC staff calculates that the proposed antennas, when added to the other antennas in place, would result in a power density equal to approximately 61.5% of the FCC’s applicable limit. 

The neighborhood around the Fire Department consists primarily of one- and two-story single family homes. The existing tower is visible from the nearest homes, but the unipole minimizes visual presence. The proposed ten-foot extension will likely increase the area from which the pole will be visible by a few acres.
The proposed extension of the existing unipole (with the equipment compound remaining on the Fire Department property) is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
View of existing tower from front of fire station
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View of existing tower at rear of fire station, looking west
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