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On October 18, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from MetroPCS Massachusetts, LLC  (MetroPCS) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the expansion of an existing tower located at the Goshen Fire Department, One Palmer Road in Waterford, Connecticut. Council member Jerry Murphy and staff member David Martin visited the site on November 3, 2010 to review the proposal. Bill Martin of MetroPCS, Dick Man of Nanepashemet, and Chris Fisher of Cuddy & Feder represented MetroPCS at the field review. Representatives of the Goshen Fire Department were also present at the field review. 

In its original petition, MetroPCS proposed adding a ten-foot extension to an existing 87-foot, interior-mounted monopole tower in order to install antennas at a centerline height of 94 feet. To house its ground equipment, MetroPCS proposed erecting an equipment shelter along the rear property line of the Fire Department’s parcel. During the field review, fire department members expressed a preference for putting the equipment shelter on the adjacent property to the north, which they planned to acquire shortly. Council representatives expressed a willingness to support this alteration of the submitted plans as long as the Town did not have a problem with it.

When the Town was notified of the proposed change in the equipment shelter location, it did have a problem because the location preferred by the Fire Department was in wetlands. In its original decision, the Council took the Town’s concerns into consideration and, in its decision, ordered the equipment shelter to remain on Fire Department property. Subsequent to the Council’s ruling on the original petition, the Fire Department acquired the adjacent property and then went to the Town’s Conservation Commission and received permission to put the equipment shelter in the wetland. 

On February 25, 2011, MetroPCS submitted an amended petition asking the Council to allow the equipment shelter to be located on the adjacent property as permitted by the local Conservation Commission.
Staff recommends approval of the amended petition as the local authority has given permission for the equipment shelter to be installed in the location preferred by the Fire Department.
