Petition No. 969
Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless
East Haddam, Connecticut

Staff Report

November 5, 2010

On September 30, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Verizon) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to modify an approved telecommunications facility at the American Legion Post 156 baseball field located at 33 Neptune Avenue in East Haddam, Connecticut. Council member Phil Ashton and staff member David Martin visited the site on October 22, 2010 to review the proposal. Sandy Carter of Verizon and Kenneth Baldwin of Robinson & Cole represented Verizon at the field review. James Ventres Sr. of the American Legion was also present as was James Ventres Jr., the East Haddam Land Use Administrator. Mark Walter, the First Selectman of East Haddam, arrived toward the end of the field review.
In 2002, the American Legion joined with AT&T Wireless LLC (AT&T)to apply to the East Haddam Planning and Zoning Commission to replace the Legion ball field’s existing 50-foot high, wooden light poles with new 70-foot tall steel light pole structures, two of which would be extended to 90 feet in order to allow for the installation of wireless telecommunications antennas above the ball field lights. The light pole replacement proposal was approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission in November 2002. AT&T subsequently filed a petition (No. 637) with the Council seeking a determination that the Council did not have jurisdiction over the light pole structures that would support wireless antennas or, in the alternative, that the proposed replacement antenna/light poles would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect. On November 20, 2003, the Council ruled that it did have jurisdiction over the telecommunications/light poles and that the proposal to replace the wooden poles would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.
Following the Council’s ruling, AT&T installed one of the 90-foot antenna/light poles for its antennas behind the fence in left field. Verizon now seeks to replace the second 70-foot steel light pole with a 90-foot steel pole, which would support ball field lights as well as a platform on which 15 Verizon antennas would be installed at a centerline height of 90 feet. Verizon’s replacement tower would be behind third base and would be capable of accommodating an antenna placement at the 80-foot level. Verizon would enclose an approximately 56-foot by 21-foot area for its ground equipment shelter.
During the field review, James Ventres Sr. reported that the only complaints he receives from the replacement poles are related to the lights and not to the higher AT&T antennas.  Verizon did notify all of the abutting property owners of its petition to the Council. Mark Walter reported that his office had received one phone call about Verizon’s proposal and that it was only to ask for information about Verizon’s plan. Mr. Walter also stated that cell phone reception was poor in this part of town.

The AT&T pole has very limited visibility in the surrounding area as it is well-screened by existing, mature deciduous trees between the ball field and its neighbors. Verizon’s antenna/light pole should have the same limited visibility as the AT&T pole.
The proposed replacement of an existing light pole for a taller pole to accommodate Verizon’s antennas is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
View of existing AT&T light pole tower and proposed Verizon light pole tower
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