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On August 2, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the Clear Wireless LLC (Clearwire) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the addition of a ten-foot pipe extension to an existing 80-foot tall wood laminate tower located at 41 Padanaram Road in Danbury, Connecticut. Council member Ed Wilensky visited the site with staff member David Martin on August 11, 2010 to review the proposal. Tom Regan of Brown Rudnick represented Clearwire at the field review. 

The existing tower is located near the top of a hilly property occupied by a concrete plant. The plant is located along Padanaram Road, and the hillside is used to store the various concrete products made by the plant. The current tower was approved by the Council in April 2005 under Petition 712, which allowed T-Mobile to erect it in place of a previously existing 60-foot tall wooden utility pole on which whip antennas had been mounted and used to dispatch concrete trucks.  Clearwire now seeks to add a ten-foot pipe mast extension to the tower in order to install three panel antennas and three microwave dishes at a centerline height of 85 feet. The existing tower currently supports T-Mobile antennas at 80 feet and Sprint antennas at 70 feet. 
In order to install its ground equipment, Clearwire would have to add its own ten-foot by ten-foot fenced enclosure adjacent to the existing equipment compound. This expansion of the base area would not be seen by anyone other than the technicians who periodically service the ground equipment. 
A structural analysis determined that the tower can accommodate Clearwire’s proposed extension and additional antennas. According to staff calculations, the addition of Clearwire’s antennas would bring the tower’s cumulative power density to 66.3% of the FCC’s allowable limit.
The existing tower has very limited visibility, especially during those months when the trees are fully leafed out. Even when the leaves are off the trees, people in the vicinity of the tower would have to make a concerted effort in order to see it. 
Possibly due to its remote location, the existing facility is becoming overgrown with weedy vegetation. The access drive immediately in front of the compound is overgrown, and junk trees are beginning to infiltrate the compound itself. Staff recommends that Clearwire be required to clean up the compound and access drive while it is on site making its improvements. 

The proposed extension of this existing tower is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects.
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