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Clearwire
Vernon, Connecticut

Staff Report

September 7, 2010
On August 2, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the Clearwire Corporation (Clearwire) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the addition of a ten-foot extension to an existing 160-foot tall monopole tower located at 777 Talcottville Road in Vernon, Connecticut. Council member Dan Lynch visited the site with staff member David Martin on August 11, 2010 to review the proposal. Jennifer Gaudet of HPC Development LLC represented Clearwire at the field review. 

The existing tower was originally approved by the Town of Vernon. Clearwire seeks to add a ten-foot extension to the tower in order to install three panel antennas, three tower mounted amplifiers, and two microwave dishes at a centerline height of 168 feet. The existing tower currently supports Sprint antennas at 160 and 130 feet, Verizon antennas at 150 feet, AT&T antennas at 146 feet, and Pocket antennas at 120 feet. Clearwire’s ground equipment would be located within the existing base compound. 
A structural analysis determined that the tower can accommodate Clearwire’s proposed extension and additional antennas. Staff calculates that the cumulative power density, with the addition of Clearwire’s antennas, would amount to 28.5% of the FCC’s allowable limit.

The existing tower is located towards the rear of its host property—an automobile dealership. There is a Stop & Shop supermarket to the north of the car dealer property, and the Vernon wastewater treatment plant is located to the northwest. There is an apartment complex to the south of the property. The tower is prominently visible from the commercially-developed areas to the north of the tower. But views from the south, including from the apartment complex, are largely blocked by topography and existing vegetation. A ten-foot extension should not represent a large increase in the visibility of the existing tower.  Clearwire did notify abutting property owners of its intent to extend the height of the existing tower. 
The proposed extension of this existing tower is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects.

View of existing tower from car dealer’s lot
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View of tower from Talcottville Road (Route 83), looking south
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View of tower from Stop & Shop parking lot
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View of tower from apartment complex to south of host property
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