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Staff Report
On July 19, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition from The United Illuminating Company (UI) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for modifications to UI’s West River Switching Station in New Haven.  On August 16, 2010, Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and Christina Walsh of the Council staff met with UI representatives Bohdan Katreczko and Mohammad Pasha at the site.  

All proposed work would be entirely within the fence line of the West River Switching Station located at 255 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard Overpass in New Haven.  The switching station is on an approximately one acre parcel located within an area zoned light industrial.  The site is bordered by Metro North Railroad to the north, commercial/industrial property to the east, a parking lot to the west and a residential area to the south.

UI proposes to replace a pressurization plant, including a building and associated underground facilities, for the high pressure fluid filled (HPFF) underground transmission cables.  The associated HPFF cables extend between the West River Switching Station and the Grand Avenue Substation.  
The existing pressurization plant building, which was installed in the mid-1980s, is approximately 25 feet long by 9 feet 2 inches wide by 10 feet 11 inches high.  The existing pressurization plant systems are outdated and unreliable.  Replacement of the equipment would improve the reliability and safety of UI’s underground transmission system.  The proposed plant would consist of a 38-foot long by 11-foot 7-inch wide by 11-foot 10-inch high building to be placed on a new concrete slab foundation adjacent to the existing plant and new underground facilities.  The existing plant would be removed upon the completion of the new plant.
UI proposes to begin construction on the proposed project in September 2010 and expects completion by October 2010.

