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On July 1, 2010, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Cellco) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the extension of an existing wireless telecommunications facility located at 151 Young Street in East Hampton, Connecticut.  On July 22, 2010, Council member Philip Ashton and Council staff member Robert Mercier met with Cellco representative Sandy Carter and Rachael Mayo at the site to review the petition.  Notice of the petition was sent to all property abutters and the Town.  No members of the public or the Town attended the field review or provided written comments.
Cellco proposes to install a 20-foot extension on a 120-foot monopole owned by New Cingular Wireless PCS LLC (AT&T).  Cellco is proposing the extension to provide continuous coverage to the Route 196, Route 16, and Route 151 area of East Hampton.  

The existing 120-foot monopole was approved by the Council on October 29, 2003 in Docket 253.  During the original proceeding, AT&T initially proposed a 150-foot tower at the site but stated it could meet coverage objectives at a height of 120 feet.  After reviewing the record, the Council approved a 120-foot tower at the site that was capable of supporting a 30-foot extension.  The Development and Management Plan for the 120-foot facility was approved on March 4, 2004 and the site was constructed and operational in early 2006.  
Cellco proposes to install a 20-foot extension on the monopole.  Engineering analysis confirms the tower and foundation could support the extension without any modifications.  Cellco would install 12 panel antennas on t-arm mounts at a centerline height of 140 feet above ground level.  No aircraft hazard lighting and/or marking of the tower would be required.

Cellco would install a 12-foot by 24-foot equipment shelter at the base of the tower.  The shelter would contain a diesel fueled back-up generator.  No expansion of the existing fenced compound would be required.  

The site is located in a rural residential area with surrounding woodland serving as an effective visual barrier around the site.  During the original proceeding, it was determined that five houses within a 500-foot radius of the host property would have year-round views of portions of a 150-foot tower, including three residences on the east side of Young Street, one residence north of the site, and one residence on Quiet Woods Road, south of the site.  The extension of the tower from 120 feet to 140 feet could cause increased views or new views of the tower from these locations; however, such views were already considered by the Council during the original proceeding and determined to be nonintrusive given that the Council ordered the facility to be capable of supporting an extension.    
The site would comply with the power density standards adopted by the Federal Communications Commission.  The worst case cumulative worst-case radio frequency power density level at the base of the tower for the operation of Cellco’s and AT&T’s equipment would be 26% of the applicable standard.
