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On April 27, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the United Illuminating Company (UI) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for its proposed Ansonia Substation Bus Addition project in Ansonia, Connecticut. Council member Dr. Barbara Bell visited the site with staff member David Martin on May 7, 2010 to review the proposal. Bo Katreczko, Archie McCullough, Sue McLean, and Rob Sazanowicz represented UI at the field review. 
UI’s project would consist of the addition to the existing substation of two Power Delivery Centers (PDCs), the installation of bus duct to connect the PDCs with existing substation transformers, and the addition of two AC station service transformers and associated foundations and connections to the existing 13.8 kV distribution system. The PDCs, each of which would be contained within a pre-fabricated building approximately 45 feet long by 15 feet wide by 13 feet high, would be installed to the south of an existing control building. The bus ducts would go from the PDCs over the top of the control building and connect with existing transformers. The two small (cabinet-size) AC station service transformers would complete the additions. The proposed project would add 11 MVA of capacity to the substation. It is seen by UI as an interim, economic solution for adding capacity to the distribution system in this part of its service area to meet short-term projected demand for the next five to ten years. All of the work would occur within the existing fence line of the substation. UI plans to begin construction in October, 2010 with completion of construction scheduled for October, 2011.

The Ansonia Substation is located in a commercial/industrial area on a flat alluvial plain near the Naugatuck River. It is surrounded by warehouses, a construction yard, and some older, industrial buildings. A heavily wooded ridge runs along the substation’s west side that effectively shields the substation from residential areas located to the west and south. The proposed project should have no visual impact on these residential areas.
The scope and location of UI’s proposed substation modifications will enable it to increase the capacity and reliability of its distribution system in a cost-effective manner that should not create any significant adverse environmental impacts. 







