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On April 7, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The United Illuminating Company (UI) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the proposed modification to an existing transmission corridor in West Haven.  On May 14, 2010, Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and Robert Mercier of Council staff met with UI representatives Bohdan Katreczko, Martin Malin, and Brad Parsons, and the City of West Haven Assistant Planner, Harry Eberhart.   
UI proposes to replace four railroad catenary transmission structures with six new transmissions structures at the request of the Connecticut Department of Transportation (DOT).  The DOT is constructing a new train station on Railroad Avenue, north of the Metro-North railroad tracks, that includes an associated parking lot located on Hood Terrace, south of the railroad tracks.  A new pedestrian bridge with a 45-foot high elevator tower would be built over the railroad tracks to connect the parking lot with the train station.  A second, currently unfunded phase of the project includes the construction of a 90-foot high, four story parking garage adjacent to the west side of the train station.  Although the parking garage is not currently funded, the DOT requested that UI modify the existing transmission lines on the assumption that the parking garage would be eventually built.          

UI’s electric transmission system in the railroad corridor includes the 88003A circuit mounted on the north side of the catenary structures and the 89003B circuit mounted on the south side of the catenary structures.  The existing catenary/transmission structures are approximately 58 to 63 feet in height.  In order to meet National Electric Safety Code clearance requirements, UI proposes to relocate the two transmission circuits to the six new monopoles to provide enough electrical clearance for the new pedestrian bridge and possible parking garage.  The electrical lines servicing the railroad would also be installed on the new monopoles and the four affected catenaries removed.  
The proposed monopole heights on the north side of the railroad tracks would be as follows; one at 100 feet, two at 125 feet and one at 140 feet.  The 140-foot structure is required to provide enough clearance for the parking garage that may or may not be built in the near term.  The height of the two proposed monopoles on the south side of the railroad tracks would be 110 feet.   
The project is in a developed, industrial/commercial area along the railroad corridor with a single residence across from the train station site.  Since the project is a direct result of the planned railroad station, and since the railroad station has been discussed at length in town meetings over the past few years, no separate notices were sent out about UI’s portion of the work.  However, small residential neighborhoods are located in the area.  

The most affected residential area includes approximately eight homes located on Phillips Terrace, approximately 375 to 460 feet north of the project site.  These homes would generally have unobstructed views of most of the new structures.  Current views include the railroad corridor and catenaries, and industrial buildings, including a 75-foot high building immediately east of the proposed train station.  A second residential area with several homes with open views is located along Lake Avenue approximately 900 feet southwest of the project site.  Other nearby residential areas would generally have limited views due to topography, vegetation, or existing structures (industrial buildings, 50-foot water tank).  
UI states that the proposed project would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and, therefore, would not require a Certificate.  The City of West Haven supports the project.  
