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On April 5, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from MetroPCS New York, LLC (Metro) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modification to the existing transmission structure located at 2225 Reservoir Avenue in Trumbull.  Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and Christina Walsh of the Council staff met with Metro representatives Scott Muska, Esq. and Joseph Falivene to conduct a field review of the proposed installation on April 23, 2010.  
Metro proposes to install antennas on transmission structure #848 owned by The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P).  Metro would install a 22-foot mast on the existing 100-foot transmission tower that extends ten feet above the top of the tower.  Six panel antennas on t-arms would be mounted on the mast.  Antennas would extend to a height of 113 feet above ground level. 
Metro would run 12 coaxial cables along the exterior of the monopole structure then through a cable bridge to the proposed equipment at the base of the tower.  Equipment would be surrounded by solid wood board fencing.  Utilities would be installed underground from utility pole #447 to the proposed facility.
Metro proposes to install an approximately 10-foot wide by 40-foot long gravel access drive to the site. 

The transmission structure is on property owned by Avery Abrasives, Inc.  The parcel is within the Industrial (I-L2) zoning district.  Two commercial buildings and paved parking areas are located on the parcel.  There are residential properties to the south and east, along Reservoir Avenue and Rock Hill Terrace, respectively.  
Metro sent a letter to the nearest property owner to the site as notification of the proposed installation.  The letter requests that the property owner contacts Council staff with any questions or comments by May 5, 2010.  To date no questions or comments have been received.
URS Corporation (URS) performed a structural analysis of the tower and found that the transmission structure is adequate to accommodate the proposed installation but the foundation requires reinforcement.  URS recommends adding a 20-foot by 20-foot square reinforced concrete mat to the existing caisson foundation.  The concrete mat should be four feet thick with an additional six inches of soil cover.  The structure should be braced during the installation of the recommended reinforcement.  Metro would reinforce the foundation per URS Corporation’s recommendations.
The proposed antennas would provide reliable coverage along 3.5 miles of the Merritt Parkway, approximately 3.5 miles along Route 25 and surrounding areas.  

Staff recommends the following conditions:

· The foundation shall be reinforced per the structural analysis report dated March 23, 2010 and sealed by Richard A. Sambor, P.E. prior to the antenna installation; 

· The foundation shall not exceed 100 percent of its post-construction structural rating; and 

· Not more than 45 days after completion of construction, a signed letter from a Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut shall be submitted to the Council to certify that the reinforcement has been properly completed and the foundation does not exceed 100 percent of its post-construction structural rating. 
