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On March 12, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the Northeast Utilities Service Company on behalf of Yankee Gas Services Company (Yankee) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed installation of a 60-foot wooden pole and associated radio communications equipment at a Yankee facility in Shelton, Connecticut. Council member Barbara Bell visited the site with staff member David Martin on March 30, 2010 to review the proposal. Steve Osuch and Brian Rockwood of Northeast Utilities System represented Yankee at the field review.
Yankee seeks to install a wireless communications facility at its propane plant located on Howe Avenue between Cornell Street and Hill Street in Shelton. Yankee’s proposed facility would consist of a 60-foot wooden pole, at the top of which one, omni-directional (whip) antenna would be mounted. The overall height of the facility, including the height of the antenna, would be 65.5 feet. The tower would be installed closely adjacent to a Yankee building near the eastern corner of Howe Avenue and Cornell Street. The ground equipment for the antenna would be located within the adjacent building. The proposed facility would be part of Yankee’s Gas Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (GSCADA) system that remotely collects information from valves and meters in order to improve system operations.
A structural engineer with Northeast Utilities analyzed the proposed pole and determined that it would be structurally adequate for the antenna that would be installed. 
The power density of Yankee’s proposed facility would represent 4.53 percent of the FCC’s maximum permissible emission at the base of the pole.
The Yankee facility is located near the center of Shelton, in an area with mostly industrial and commercial land uses. The nearest residence is approximately 200 feet to the west. Yankee’s proposed pole would not constitute a significant visual intrusion in this commercial/industrial area of Shelton. 







