Petition 932

Youghiogheny Communications-Northeast, LLC

Oakland Avenue, East Hartford 

Staff Report

March 26, 2010

On February 25, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Youghiogheny Communications-Northeast, LLC (Pocket) for declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed installation of telecommunications equipment on an existing smokestack in East Hartford.  Council member Colin C. Tait and staff member Robert Mercier visited the site on March 17, 2010 to review the proposal.  Pocket representative Carrie Larson, MCM representatives Virginia King and Chris Gelinas, and the East Hartford Town Planner, Michael Dayton, attended the field review. 
Pocket seeks to install three flush-mount antennas on an existing 125-foot brick smokestack located to the rear of an industrial complex at 1-3 Oakland Avenue.  The smokestack is inactive and is managed by MCM Communications.  Coax serving the antennas would be installed on the exterior of the smokestack.  An equipment cabinet would be mounted on an existing brick wall adjacent to the smokestack base.  A chain link fence would secure access to the cabinet.  Utilities would be installed underground from service on Park Avenue.

A structural survey concluded the smokestack is structurally capable of supporting Pocket’s equipment provided the top eight feet of the smokestack, which is unstable, is removed and the top capped to prevent water infiltration, stress cracks in the smokestack are repaired and areas of eroded mortar are refilled.  Pocket would complete all specified repair work prior to antenna installation.
The smokestack is on an established industrial site, surrounded by other industrial and commercial uses and an active rail line.  The nearest residential structure is approximately 200 feet east of the site, beyond an active railway.  All work would be conducted in previously disturbed areas and no vegetative clearing would be needed for the installation.   
The worst-case radio frequency power density level at the base of the tower would be 0.44% of the applicable Federal Communication Commission standard.  There would be no impact to wildlife, wetlands, watercourses, or vegetation.  

If approved, staff recommends the following conditions:

· The smokestack shall be repaired per Section IV of the structural analysis report dated December 17, 2009; 

· The smokestack shall not exceed 100 percent of its post-construction structural rating; and 

· Not more than 45 days after completion of construction, a signed letter from a Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut shall be submitted to the Council to certify that the reinforcements have been properly completed and the smokestack does not exceed 100 percent of its post-construction structural rating.
