Petition No. 931
Clearwire
Danbury, Connecticut

Staff Report

February 17, 2010
On January 28, 2010, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Clear Wireless LLC (Clearwire) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to an existing telecommunications facility at 181 Clapboard Ridge Road (Route 39) in Danbury, Connecticut. Council member Ed Wilensky visited the site with staff member David Martin on February 16, 2010 to review the proposal. Tom Regan of Brown Rudnick LLP represented Clearwire at the field review. 

Clearwire seeks to install three WiMAX panel antennas, three Dragonwave dishes, and three Remote Radio Heads at the 69-foot level inside an existing 85-foot flagpole-type telecommunications tower. In order to install its ground equipment, Clearwire would have to expand the base compound by 136 square feet. This expansion would require an extension of an existing retaining wall. 

The existing tower is owned by T-Mobile, which has antennas at the 79-foot level of the tower. AT&T also has antennas at the 59-foot level. 
The existing facility is located in a residential area behind a Greek Orthodox Church, which shields most of the tower from the view of motorists passing by on Clapboard Ridge Road. There are two residences to the north and one residence to the south that have seasonal views of the entire tower and its compound. The proposed compound expansion, however, would not significantly alter the view that the residences currently have. 
The structural analysis of the tower indicates that it has adequate capacity to accommodate the additional equipment proposed by Clearwire. 
This tower’s cumulative power density, with the addition of Clearwire’s antennas, would be 54.7 percent of the FCC’s maximum permissible emission at the base of the tower.
The Council has received a letter from the City of Danbury asking that the Council obtain engineering details suitable for a building permit application for the retaining wall extension before acting on this petition. Even with the Council’s approval, however, Clearwire must obtain a building permit from the City before it can proceed with the expansion of the retaining wall.
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