Petition No. 927
Clearwire
Waterbury, Connecticut

Staff Report

January 7, 2010
On December 15, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Clear Wireless LLC (Clearwire) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to an existing 110-foot monopole telecommunications tower located in the Pine Grove Cemetery at 940 Meriden Road in Waterbury. Council member Ed Wilensky visited the site with staff member David Martin on December 29, 2009 to review the proposal. Tom Flynn represented Clearwire at the field review. 

Clearwire seeks to install a 10-foot tower extension at the top of the existing tower in order to install three panel antennas, two microwave dishes, and three remote radio heads at a centerline height of 118 feet above ground level. Clearwire would also install an equipment cabinet on a six-foot by six-foot concrete pad within the existing 60-foot by 60-foot fenced compound.
Currently, the tower hosts antennas of T-Mobile (at a centerline height of 97 feet), Verizon (at a centerline height of 87 feet), and Pocket Wireless (at a centerline height of 77 feet). Nextel has leased the top of the existing tower and plans to install antennas at a centerline height of 107 feet. 
The structural analysis for Clearwire’s modifications indicates that the existing tower has the structural capacity to accommodate Clearwire’s extension without the need for any reinforcement.

This tower’s cumulative power density with the addition of Clearwire’s antennas would be 63.3% of the FCC maximum permissible emission.
The existing tower is located behind the cemetery’s maintenance building. It is visible from areas to the north and west of the cemetery. Areas to the west with visibility are mostly located along Meriden Road, which is predominantly commercial. The tower has very little visibility to east and south. The proposed ten-foot extension should not significantly increase the areas from which the tower is visible. 
Clearwire notified abutting property owners by certified mail of its planned extension. Neither the Council nor the applicant has received any calls regarding this proposal. 
View of existing tower and compound
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 (Photo taken October, 2007)
View from Courtland Avenue at Beth Lane
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           (Photo taken October, 2007)

View Looking East Toward Cemetery on Meriden Road
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