Petition No. 924
Staff Report

Page 2 

Petition No. 924
70 Bridge Street, Groton
Connecticut Municipal Electric Energy Cooperative
Staff Report

December 18, 2009
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On November 17, 2009, the Connecticut Municipal Electric Energy Cooperative (CMEEC) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed installation of two electric generators at 70 Bridge Street, Groton, Connecticut.  On December 4, 2009, Council member James J. Murphy, Jr. and Christina Walsh of the Council staff met CMEEC representatives Tom Solinsky and Robin Kipnis, and Groton Utilities representative Leonard Mediavilla at the proposed site to review the petition.  
CMEEC proposes to install two fuel-oil fired individual electric generation facilities. Each generator would have an emergency capacity rating of 2.5 megawatts (MW).  The two proposed units qualify as “distributed resources.”  

Groton Utilities (GU) is a member of CMEEC that provides service to electric customers at retail and operates the electric distribution system within the City of Groton and a portion of the Town of Groton.  The proposed project would reduce the peak electric demand that GU customers put on the regional electric grid.
The proposed project would be located at 70 Bridge Street on property owned by 70 Bridge Street Leasing LLC and adjacent GU’s electric distribution system in the City of Groton.  The site is zoned Commercial.  

The proposed units would be installed within prefabricated containers and would be continuously monitored by CMEEC’s Network Operations Center.  A concrete pad would be constructed at the site to support the unit.  A 4,000 gallon fuel oil tank would be within the module and be equipped with automatic leak detection.  Chain link fencing would be installed around the perimeter of the site and additional fencing would be installed around the units.  Riser poles would be used to connect the units with the existing 13.8 kVA electric distribution lines.
Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) would be used to reduce nitrogen oxide emissions, associated with the generation of electricity, by 90 %.  An associated 3,050 gallon urea storage tank would be installed adjacent to the units.  A particulate filter would also be installed on both of the units to reduce the level of particulate emissions associated with generation.  
CMEEC has applied for air emissions permits for the project from the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  The DEP permit would typically allow the units to run between 500 and 1,200 hours annually.  
The units would be enclosed in weather proof sound-attenuated enclosures.  Noise levels at the nearest residential receptor, located approximately 300 feet south of the site, would be less than the minimum standard of 51 dBA.

Views of the proposed units would be screened by existing structures.  Small trees are proposed to be planted to the southeast, which will provide some visual screening of the project.
The proposed site is bordered by the Amtrak Railroad and Interstate 95/Goldstar Bridge to the north, the Thames River to the west, commercial buildings to the east and residences to the south.  The nearest residence is approximately 300 feet from the proposed site.  

An existing spill prevention control and counter measures plan would be used and updated where appropriate.  Sedimentation fences would be installed surrounding the work area.  

The proposed fuel storage tank would enable direct transfer from fuel vehicles, eliminating the need for special fuel delivery facilities.  

The city’s Planning and Zoning Commission Chairperson and staff held a meeting on June 24, 2009 regarding the proposed CMEEC project.  The City of Groton Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z) provided comments and recommendations to CMEEC, which were incorporated into the site plan provided to the Council on December 2, 2009.  Recommendations of the P&Z that have been incorporated into the project and revised site plan include:
1. A noise survey would be conducted after commencement of operation of the generators to ensure that noise levels do not exceed regulatory requirements.
2. More detailed information on the site plan including the total lot size, height of the proposed facility and adjacent buildings, grades at street level and distance of wetlands.  

3. Cut-off lighting would be installed to limit “light pollution.”

4. Detail for the location of eight foot fencing.

5. A containment system was established to prevent drainage to the Thames River.

6. All existing parking spaces would be maintained.  An engineering firm has been hired by CMEEC to verify the generator container’s ability to withstand hurricane force winds.

