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On October 13, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition (Petition) from MetroPCS Massachusetts, LLC (MetroPCS) for a Declaratory Ruling that No Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is Required for the proposed co-location on an approved Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) transmission structure at Waterford Substation.  

Specifically, MetroPCS seeks to extend an existing 85-foot CL&P monopole transmission structure by 10-feet and install six panel antennas at the 92-foot 6-inch level of the structure.  The total height of the facility with appurtenances would not exceed 95 feet.  A structural analysis sealed by a Professional Engineer has certified that the tower is structurally adequate to support the proposed loading.  The maximum worst-case power density would be approximately 5.6 percent of the applicable limit.  
MetroPCS also seeks to install two Modcell equipment cabinets, two battery cabinets, and one PPC cabinet on a new 9-foot by 15-foot concrete pad within a new 10-foot by 16-foot fenced compound.  The compound would be located outside of the substation and on the northwest corner of CL&P’s property.  The fencing would match the fencing of Waterford Substation with a 7-foot chain link fence with a foot of barbed wire.
MetroPCS had considered co-locating at an existing T-Mobile power-mount facility approximately 66 feet to the northeast.  However, the transmission line associated with such facility is energized, and it would be difficult to obtain an outage to perform the installation.  In addition, such structure is located in an easement and would result in significantly higher compensation costs for MetroPCS.  Such structure also has a pipe mount which may not have sufficient structural capacity to support two carriers.  

The Petition was field reviewed by Council member James J. Murphy, Jr. and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on October 29, 2009.  The following individuals also attended the field review: Attorney Christopher B. Fisher from Cuddy and Feder LLP representing MetroPCS; Dick W. Man from MetroPCS; James Fitzgerald representing MetroPCS; Girish Behal from CL&P; John Chalmers from CL&P; and Mark Wujtewicz, Town Planner, Town of Waterford.

The site is currently being developed as Waterford Substation.  The nearest residence is approximately 600 feet to the northeast.  The existing transmission line with the T-Mobile facility has structures approximately 92.5 feet tall.  The incremental visual impact is not expected to be significant given that this is a developed site and the extended structure would only be a few feet  higher at 95 feet.    

Notice was provided to the abutting property owners on October 9, 2009 with a deadline for reply on October 20, 2009.  One abutter contacted the applicant to confirm that the MetroPCS proposal would remain within CL&P’s property.  There were no objections.  The Town of Waterford was noticed on or about the time of filing the Petition.  The Town’s only concern was access to MetroPCS’ facility from Oil Mill Road.  Upon consultation with the Town and CL&P, MetroPCS will not install access to its facility.  MetroPCS would use the parking area of the substation and walk to the site.  This approach is satisfactory to all parties involved. 

