Petition No. 915
Staff Report

T-Mobile USA, Inc.

Rocky Hill Road, Trumbull

September 17, 2009

On September 1, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition (Petition) from Omnipoint Communications Inc., a subsidiary of T-Mobile USA, Inc. (T-Mobile) for a Declaratory Ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications to an existing 150-foot 115-kV electric transmission structure owned by the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P).

Currently, T-Mobile has three panel antennas installed at the 156-foot level of the structure.  The total height with appurtenances is approximately 158 feet.  As part of its UMTS upgrade, T-Mobile would require three additional panel antennas.  Since only three antennas can be flush-mounted at one level, T-Mobile seeks to install the three new antennas at a new height: the 164-foot level of the structure.  This would require an approximately eight-foot pipe extension which would increase the total height with appurtenances to about 166-foot 2 inches.  To be conservative, T-Mobile rounds the total height to a worst-case of 168 feet.  T-Mobile would also install a RBS 3106 equipment cabinet on a new 5-foot 6-inch by 10-foot concrete pad at the base of the tower.  
The structure is located in a CL&P right-of-way just southeast of Route 25.  On the other three sides are residential properties.  The closest property is approximately 150 feet southwest of the structure.  The visual impact of the structure modification from this or other nearby properties is not expected to significantly increase because of the compact flush-mounted antenna configuration.  In addition, the top of the tower is more difficult to see at close distances.  The proposed equipment cabinet would not be located on the side of the structure facing the nearest residence.  It would be located on the opposite site which would reduce its visibility.       
The applicant submitted notice to abutting property owners on or about the time of filing with the Council.  The due date for replies was Friday, September 11, 2009.  No replies have been received.  The underlying property owner (Town of Trumbull), and the electric transmission company (CL&P) were both provided notice on or about the time of filing.  
This Petition was field reviewed by Council member Dr. Barbara C. Bell and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on September 9, 2009.  Attorney Carrie L. Larson from Pullman and Comley LLC, and Tom F. Flynn from Maxton Technology, Inc. (both representing T-Mobile) and Fred Bietsch, Zoning Enforcement Officer from the Town of Trumbull also attended the field review.  

At the field review, overgrown vegetation was found around T-Mobile’s existing equipment cabinet.  If approved, staff suggests including a condition that overgrown vegetation surrounding T-Mobile’s equipment be removed.  

