Petition No. 913
MetroPCS

99 Briar Hill Road, Groton

Staff Report

August 27, 2009

On July 30, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Notice of Exempt Modification from MetroPCS.  In the proposal, MetroPCS sought to install six panel antennas at the 177-foot level of an existing 250-foot Citadel Broadcasting Company-owned guyed lattice tower.  MetroPCS also sought to expand the fenced compound by 11-foot by 28-foot to accommodate its proposed 10-foot by 16-foot concrete pad.  The concrete pad would contain two Modcell equipment cabinets, two battery cabinets, and one PPC cabinet.  

One of the requirements of the exempt modification is that all work must remain within the original site boundaries.  Upon review, staff contacted MetroPCS and was advised that additional property was leased from the property owner to accommodate the compound expansion.  Since this additional lease area could be considered outside of the original site boundaries, staff requested that MetroPCS convert this item to a Petition  (Petiton) that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is Required.

Accordingly, by letter dated August 7, 2009, MetroPCS requested that this item be converted to a Petition.  

The subject property is owned by Citadel Communications Inc.  The tower is used primarily for AM Radio and also supports Sprint antennas.  A Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut has certified that the tower is structurally adequate to support the proposed loading.  The cumulative maximum worst-case power density would be about 10 percent of the applicable limit.

The site is cleared and heavily wooded on all sides.  The nearest residential property is approximately 200 feet to the north.  However, with the significant surrounding tree cover, the compound expansion is not expected to be visible from any nearby property.  There are no wetlands in the vicinity of the site.
This item was field reviewed on August 24, 2009 by Council member James J. Murphy, Jr. and Michael Perrone of the Council staff.  Michael Elsier, Vice-president, Nanepashemet Project Management Inc. (representing MetroPCS) also attended the field review.  

