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On July 24, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Northeast Utilities Service Company, acting on behalf of The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to an existing 190-foot monopole telecommunications tower on Taugwonk Road in Stonington, Connecticut. Council member Phil Ashton and staff member David Martin visited the property on August 12, 2009 to review the proposal. John D’Ambra, Steve Florio, Brian Rockwood, and Helen Taylor represented CL&P at the field review. 
To improve its radio communications and paging network used to communicate with its service personnel, CL&P seeks to add several antennas to the 190-foot tower owned by SBA. CL&P currently has antennas on a wood pole at its Mystic substation. But the low height of the pole and the low ground elevation at the substation results in significant gaps in CL&P’s radio coverage. In order to fill these coverage gaps CL&P would install one omni antenna at a height of 111 feet, another omni antenna at 112 feet, two omni antennas at approximately 150 feet, and one dipole antenna at approximately 150 feet on the taller SBA tower. For its ground equipment, CL&P would use an existing equipment shelter that was vacated by AT&T after its merger with Cingular (which has antennas on another tower only 550 feet to the northeast of SBA’s tower). CL&P would also install a small, 15-kW diesel generator on a three-foot by six-foot concrete pad within the existing compound. The generator is designed for quiet operation and includes a double-walled fuel tank. It would run only during power outages and periodic testing.
SBA’s tower is located at the southern end of a small office/industrial park occupied by small businesses. The area around the office park is rural in nature and characterized by scattered residential properties. The nearest residence is approximately 1190 feet to the northeast. Directly to the south of the tower, on/off ramps for I-95 are located just beyond a 100-foot wide strip of trees and other vegetation. 

A structural analysis indicates that CL&P’s proposed antennas would be well within the tower’s structural capacity. CL&P antennas would bring the tower’s power density to approximately 30% of the Federal Communications Commission standard for public exposure to Radio Frequency emissions. 
CL&P’s antennas, installed at the proposed heights with their relatively low profiles, would do little to increase the visual impact of the existing tower.
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