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On July 2, 2009, Northeast Utilities Service Company as an agent for its corporate affiliate, The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the modification of an existing lattice tower and associated compound.  On August 3, 2009, Council member Brian Golembiewski and Christina Walsh of the Council staff met CL&P representatives John Morissette, Brian Rockwood, Steven Florio, and John D’Ambra to review the proposed project.
CL&P currently uses a tower located at its Work Center at 1270 Main Street in Willimantic for radio communications and paging services for employees.  The site is necessary to allow communications with employees as they perform maintenance and repair on the electrical system in Willimantic and the surrounding area.  Due to low ground elevation and low tower height, the current tower is not sufficient to provide seamless coverage in the area.  CL&P identified a need for an additional site for communications within Willimantic and initiated a search for adequate existing structures.  

CL&P identified an existing lattice tower located at 349 Mountain Street in Willimantic.  The tower is a 196-foot structure owned by SBA Network Services (SBA).  SBA also owns the property on which the facility is located.  CL&P proposes to install one antenna at the 167-foot level; one antenna at the 166-foot level; one at the 163-foot level; one at the 140-foot level; one at the 139.5-foot level; one at the 137-foot level; and one at the 133-foot level.  
Verizon currently has antennas located at the 185-foot level and T-Mobile has antennas located at the 175-foot level of the existing lattice structure.  

CL&P would install a 12-kW generator, a 500-gallon propane tank and an 11-foot 6-inch by 20-foot equipment shelter within the existing fence in area at the base of the tower.  The generator would be located on a 3-foot 6.5-inch by 4-foot 6.5-inch concrete pad and the propane tank would be located on 4-foot by 12-foot concrete pad.  
All proposed work would be done within the fenced boundaries of the existing compound.  Erosion and sediment control measures would be installed in accordance with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control.  

The nearest residence is approximately 620 feet southwest of the tower.  

C2 Systems performed a power density analysis for the proposed CL&P installation including taking measurements from the existing antennas located on the tower and calculating radio-signal emissions from the proposed antennas.  Calculations were performed using the methodology of the Federal Communication Commission’s (FCC) Office of Engineering and Technology Bulletin No. 65W, Edition 97-01 (August 1997).  The cumulative power density would be 4.87% of the FCC Standard for public exposure to radio frequency emissions.  
CL&P submitted a structural analysis from a Connecticut licensed Professional Engineer dated July 23, 2008, which included all existing and proposed antennas.  The analysis concluded that, with all antenna installations, the loading of the structure would be below that of the original design.  The proposed coaxial cable should be installed double stacked on an empty tower face.
