Petition No. 905
New Cingular Wireless (AT&T)
Greenwich, Connecticut

Staff Report

July 10, 2009
On June 12, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from New Cingular Wireless (AT&T) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the installation of a temporary Cell-on-Wheels (COW) on property at 1114 East Putnam Avenue in the Town of Greenwich. Council staff member David Martin visited the property on June 25, 2009. He also discussed the proposal with Katie Blankley of the Greenwich Planning and Zoning Department. 
The property at 1114 East Putnam Avenue (Route 1) is the location of a former Howard Johnson motel, on the roof of which AT&T had antennas installed inside a cupola built specifically for the antenna placement. The motel is currently being completely renovated, including the rooftop cupola. 
Eventually the renovated motel will have a new cupola for AT&T’s antennas. While construction work is proceeding, however, AT&T seeks to place a COW on the property to maintain service within the area covered from this property. Since the site is located near I-95, it likely services a large amount of traffic. AT&T expects the COW to be in place for approximately six months while the renovation work is proceeding.
The overall height of the COW to be placed on the site during construction would be 70 feet, which is higher than the top of the existing cupola. AT&T would place antennas at centerline heights of 67 and 59 feet. Once the renovations are completed and the new cupola is in place, AT&T’s antennas would be installed inside the cupola at a centerline height of approximately 52 feet above ground level.
The Greenwich Planning and Zoning Commission discussed this proposal at a meeting held on July 7, 2009. The consensus of the Commission was that it would be amenable to whatever decision the Council made. The Commission made it clear, however, that in accepting a taller height for the COW, it was not endorsing such a height for the final antenna placement once all renovations have been completed.
View of Howard Johnson motel, looking westerly on Route 1
(approximate location of COW tower shown in black)
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View of Howard Johnson motel
(approximate location of COW outlined in foreground)
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View of Howard Johnson motel, looking easterly on Route 1

(Approximate location of COW tower shown in black)
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