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On June 4, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from the Connecticut Light and Power Company for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications at the Manchester Terminal Substation. The substation is located at 109 Olcott Street in Manchester, to the south of the town’s landfill and sewage treatment plant. Council member Dan Lynch and Council staff member David Martin conducted a field review of CL&P’s proposed modifications on June 23, 2009.  John Morissette, Beverly Peters, Bob Piscatelli, Helen Taylor, and Vincenzo Pagliuca represented CL&P at the field review.

The proposed modifications consist of installing a spare, three-phase 450 MVA  autotransformer within the existing substation. The transformer would sit on a concrete pad that would include an oil containment system that could hold 110% of the amount of oil the transformer would hold. 
The transformer could be moved from the Manchester substation to the Plumtree, North Bloomfield, or Berkshire substations in the event of autotransformer failures at any of these locations. Although transformer failures have been extremely rare for CL&P, its equipment is aging, and the installation of spare transformers is a precautionary measure, given the long lead time (two years) for obtaining a new transformer.
The substation’s nearest neighbors are industrial or commercial enterprises. The substation itself is well screened by existing, mature vegetation. The spare transformer would be located within the existing substation’s array of equipment and would be minimally noticeable for any passersby. Since the transformer would not be hooked up, it would not contribute any additional noise at the substation.

CL&P is in the process of determining whether or not the spare transformer would need additional lightning rod protection. If CL&P determines that an additional lightning rod is needed, it will submit an updated drawing depicting the location of the lightning rod structure to the Council. 
