Petition No. 900
The Connecticut Light and Power Company
Norwalk
June 3, 2009

Staff Report
On May 7, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for modifications to CL&P’s Norwalk Substation located on New Canaan Avenue in Norwalk.  CL&P proposes to install four 115-kV circuit breakers within the substation to isolate the transformers, thus separating the distribution and transmission systems.  This would allow CL&P to perform routine maintenance on the transformers without causing a major electrical outage.  

Three of the circuit breakers would be installed between the transformers and the associated disconnect switches.  The fourth circuit breaker would be installed for the mobile transformer connection.  To accommodate the installation, one disconnect switch would be relocated eight feet from its present location and the bus over the existing switchgear would be relocated to the immediate adjacent area.  
All work would be within the existing fenced compound area.  Each circuit breaker is approximately 16 feet in height and would be installed on concrete foundations installed to a depth of five feet.  The circuit breakers would blend in with existing equipment, some of which is 40 feet in height, and would not result in a material increase in visibility from surrounding areas.  If approved, construction is anticipated to occur between the third quarter of 2009 and the first quarter of 2010.   

An on-site field review of the proposed project was conducted on June 1, 2009, with Council member Dr. Barbara Bell, Council staff member Robert Mercier, and CL&P representatives Dave Lehman, Robert Charpentier, and Helen Taylor.   
