Petition No. 891
Connecticut Light & Power
Willimantic, Connecticut

Staff Report
April 7, 2009
On February 27, 2009, Northeast Utilities Service Company, acting as agent for Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P), filed a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to the Willimantic Substation within the CL&P’s Willimantic Work Area Center at 1270 Main Street in Willimantic, Connecticut. Brian Golembiewski and Council staff member David Martin conducted a field review of this project on March 16, 2009.  Helen Taylor, Jim Borowitz, and Amanda Maheu represented CL&P at the field review. 

The proposed modifications comprise a 70-foot by 40-foot expansion on the west side of the existing substation that would enable CL&P to install six single phase distribution regulators on two existing 27.6 kV feeder lines. These lines originate at the Willimantic Substation and supply Columbia, Judd Brook, and Colchester substations. Modifications would include concrete pads for the regulators, two H-frame wooden poles, and a fluid containment system for the regulators. The expansion area would be enclosed by a seven-foot chain link fence topped with barbed wire. Access to the expansion area would be through the main gate of the substation. The purpose of the proposed modifications is to provide more consistent, and reliable, levels of voltage during periods of high demand for electricity.
[Staff notes that the proposed equipment to be installed are at voltages less than 69 kV. However, the substation does operate at voltage above 69 kV, thus modifications to a facility are subject to Council review.]

The proposed expansion area is located toward the rear of the CL&P property in a relatively flat, cleared area that will require little grading or vegetation removal. The south of the property is bounded by a rail line, beyond which is the Ten Mile River. CL&P’s property is not within any flood plain or wetland areas. 
Land uses in the surrounding area are predominantly commercial and industrial, with some scattered residential properties. The proposed modifications would represent a negligible change in the presence of the existing substation for neighboring properties and passers-by.
CL&P anticipates beginning construction on this project during July of 2009, with completion expected in December, 2009.

Aerial Photograph of Willimantic Substation

(Area of proposed modifications shown in yellow)
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