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On February 18, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the removal of a single-circuit 345-kV transmission line segment in Middletown and Haddam.  On March 23, 2009, Council Member Brian Golembiewski and Council staff member Robert Mercier met CL&P representatives Susan Provost, Steve Osuch, Louis Rubano, and Tom Moen at the site to review the project.  The City of Middletown and the Town of Haddam did not comment or attend the field review.

Specifically, CL&P would remove 21 wood H-frame transmission structures, including the conductors, overhead shield wires, poles, guy wires, etc. on a 2.1 mile de-energized 345-kV transmission line segment (#348) between Chestnut Junction in Middletown and Oxbow Junction in Haddam.  The existing energized #1620 transmission line in the same right of way would remain.  The right of way is owned by CL&P.  CL&P proposes to work on the project intermittently from June 2009 to the end of 2010.   
CL&P seeks to remove the line segment because it is no longer needed due to the completion of the Middletown to Norwalk Project.  CL&P believes it is a safety hazard to have a de-energized line adjacent to an energized line due to possible stray voltages.  
The wood poles, pole butts, and wood cross-arms would be removed entirely and disposed of in accordance with best management practices for disposal of treated wood poles.  All line conductors, shield wires, insulators and hardware would be remove and disposed of or recycled in accordance with best management practices.  

Access to the right-of-way would be from existing rough dirt roads.  The roads in the project area cross over three intermittent watercourses and three wetlands.  ATV’s have severely damaged several of the crossing areas.  CL&P proposes to armor protect one crossing (wetland 348-14) with rip rap.  This would allow ATV’s and construction vehicles to cross the wetland at a narrow point, thus minimizing further damage to this wetland.  Wood frogs were identified in wetland 348-18, indicating vernal pool characteristics.  CL&P would cross the wetland at the southeast end, to avoid deeper pool areas to the west.  The project would disturb approximately 3,000 square feet of wetland through the use of construction mats.  The mats would be removed and any disturbed areas would be restored.  Prior to work in a specific wetland area, CL&P would assess the wetland and determine the best crossing and mitigation technique.   

Clearing required for the project would be similar to ongoing mowing and clearing that is conducted every fourth year to maintain this portion of the right of way.  Clearing of wetland vegetation would be avoided to the greatest extent possible.  Soil and erosion controls would be installed consistent with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control.   
Based on a review of the DEP’s Natural Diversity Database, no state or federally endangered, threatened, or state special concern species have been identified in the right of way area.  

