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On February 10, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council received a Petition (Petition) from Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wireless) for a Declaratory Ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is Required for the proposed modifications to an existing 98-foot Crown Castle-owned monopole located at 219 New Park Avenue, Hartford.  Specifically, Verizon Wireless seeks to extend the tower by ten feet from 98 feet to 108 feet and T-arm-mount 12 panel antennas at the 108-foot level of the tower.  The total height with appurtenances would be approximately 110 feet.  
Verizon Wireless also seeks to install a 12-foot by 30-foot equipment shelter (with a backup generator inside) in the southeast corner of the fenced compound.  Verizon Wireless would remove the fencing along two sides of the equipment shelter to allow it to fit in the compound.  In addition, Verizon Wireless would install a 20-foot by 20-foot fenced area to extend the compound.  The compound extension would accommodate the 1,000 gallon propane tank which would fuel the backup generator.  

A Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut has certified that the tower will require reinforcements to support the proposed loading.  The maximum worst case power density would be 38.7 percent of the applicable limit.

The tower is located on the property of an existing Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) substation.  Surrounding land use is largely commercial in nature.  The site is wooded.  There are no wetlands at the site.  However, some limited clearing and grading would be necessary to accommodate the expansion of the compound.  
According to the visibility analysis, the tower is currently visible from 54 acres within the study area.  This would increase to 69 acres.  However, the additional 15 acres of visibility would be expansions of existing areas of visibility.  No new areas would experience visibility of the tower.  The tower is currently visible from Park Avenue North, Francis Avenue, Francis Court, and Prospect Avenue per the visibility analysis.  Visibility would increase in those areas due to the tower extension.    
This Petition was field reviewed on March 9, 2009 by Council member Brian Golembiewski and Michael Perrone of the Council staff.  Rachel Mayo, Land Use Analyst, from Robinson & Cole LLP, representing Verizon Wireless, also attended the field review.        

Verizon Wireless provided notice to the City of Hartford, the property owner (CL&P), and all abutters at or about the time of filing.  Verizon Wireless received one inquiry from Burger King Corporation to verify which of its properties is in proximity to the tower.  However, there was no opposition to the proposal.  No other replies were received.    
If approved, staff recommends that a construction grading plan be submitted to the Council prior to construction.

