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Omnipoint Communications Inc. 
115 Industrial Park Road, New Hartford, Connecticut

Staff Report

March 12, 2009
On January 29, 2009, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from Omnipoint Communications Inc. (T-Mobile) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the extension of an existing telecommunications tower at 115 Industrial Park Road in New Hartford, Connecticut.  On March 4, 2009, Council Member Colin Tait and Council staff member Robert Mercier met T-Mobile representative Jennifer Young Gaudet at the site to review the project.  The Town of New Hartford did not comment or attend the field review.  
T-Mobile proposes to install a 10-foot extension on an existing 158-foot monopole owned by Crown Castle.  The site would provide coverage to Route 44 between Pine Meadow and the Barkhamsted town line, including New Hartford village, and to Route 219 along the east shoreline of Lake McDonough.  Although Alltel was located at the 129-134-foot level of the tower, Crown Castle has indicated that the lease rights have not been terminated, precluding T-Mobile from potentially locating there.    
T-Mobile would install a ten-foot mast extension to support three panel antennas and three amplifiers (to receive weaker signals) in a cluster array.  The top of the antennas would extend to 171 feet above ground level.  The tower currently supports Sprint at the 158-foot level, Verizon at the 147-foot, non-operational Alltel antennas at the 129-134-foot levels and AT&T at the 122-foot level.  Alltel’s non-operational antennas would be removed at a future date.  Pocket PCS is approved to locate three panel antennas at the 112-foot level.  The tower and foundation are capable of supporting the current antenna loading, approved Pocket PCS equipment, and the proposed extension/antennas.  
T-Mobile would install three equipment cabinets within the existing compound.  No expansion of the compound would be necessary.  
Although the site is in an industrial park and is remote from area residences, the existing tower is visible from a school and residential area ~0.65 mile to the south.  Visibility impacts of the extension from this area would be minimal given the distance and the relatively short height of the extension.    
Power density emissions from the site with T-Mobile’s equipment would be 33.3% of the applicable standard.  
