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On December 19, 2008, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received an application for tower sharing for an existing telecommunications facility at 70 Platt Road, Shelton.  Specifically, Omnipoint Communications Inc. (T-Mobile) seeks to install nine panel antennas and six tower mounted amplifiers at the 120-foot level of an existing 140-foot AT&T-owned monopole. 
A Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut has certified that the tower is structurally adequate to support the proposed loading.  The maximum worst-case power density would be 72.1 percent of the applicable limit.

T-Mobile also seeks to expand the existing fenced compound by adding a new 10-foot by 20-foot fenced area on the eastern side of the compound.  This new fenced area would contain four equipment cabinets on a new 10-foot by 15-foot concrete pad.  To accommodate this expansion of the fenced compound, T-Mobile leased additional space from the property owner, Brennan Realty LLC.  Since this constitutes an expansion beyond the original site boundaries (i.e. original lease area), this tower share was denied without prejudice at the Council meeting of January 8, 2009 and ordered to be re-filed as a petition.  On January 13, 2009, by written request of T-Mobile, this item was converted to a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required.  However, the nature of the project remains unchanged.

The site is the location of a construction company and is commercial in nature.  Surrounding land uses are also commercial.  There would be no increase in tower height.  Furthermore, the expansion of the fenced compound would be located between an existing equipment shelter and an overhead canopy covering construction materials/equipment.  Given its location, visual impact is expected to be negligible.  The site is already disturbed and does not contain wetlands. 
On January 21, 2008, this Petition was field reviewed by Council member Gerald J. Heffernan and Michael Perrone of the Council staff.  Jennifer Young Gaudet (representing T-Mobile) also attended the field review.

Council staff contacted Richard D. Schultz, AICP, Planning Administrator for the City of Shelton (City) to inform the City of the scheduled field review.  Staff was advised that the City has no comments on this proposal.

