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New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T) previously maintained a 74-foot guyed lattice tower attached to an automobile business at 500 Queen Street, Southington.  The building is to be removed, and the site will be developed as a new pharmacy.  In the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) Petition No. 862, AT&T was granted approval to install an 85-foot temporary monopole in the southwest corner of the lot to facilitate site development.  

In lieu of a temporary monopole, AT&T was granted administrative approval for a cell on wheels facility (COW) with a total height of approximately 85 feet.  Per Council conditions of the earlier approval, one year was allowed for the COW to be installed, and a maximum of six months of operation was permitted.  The COW was activated on December 12, 2008 and may be operational up to June 12, 2009.  

On December 17, 2008, the Council received a Petition (Petition) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate is required for a proposed permanent facility at this site.  This Petition is designated as Petition No. 880.  On January 12, 2008, this Petition was field reviewed by Council member Ed Wilensky and Michael Perrone of the Council staff.  Attorney Lucia Chiocchio of Cuddy & Feder LLP (representing AT&T) also attended the field review.

Specifically, AT&T seeks to install a permanent 82-foot flagpole without a flag.  This tower would contain three internal panel antennas and six internal tower mounted amplifiers centered at the 79-foot level of the tower.  AT&T would be the only carrier at this time.  A 12-foot by 26-foot equipment shelter would be located inside a 30-foot by 30-foot fenced compound.  The site would use the same access as the pharmacy.  No new access would be required.

The site is commercial in nature and is bordered by Interstate 84 to the west and north, a hotel and restaurant to the east, and an automobile dealership to the south.  Given the nature of the surrounding area, visibility is not expected to be significant.  In fact, visibility from Queen Street (Route 10) is expected to decrease because the permanent facility would be located in the rear corner of the lot, farther away from Queen Street than the original facility.  

There are no wetlands at the site, and the site is already disturbed with pavement.
At the field review, Council staff inquired about the tower setback radius.  The proposed tower would be 72 feet from the southern property line.  Thus, the tower setback radius would extend approximately 10 feet onto the auto dealership property.  No buildings are located within the setback radius.  AT&T would like to use a tower from its existing inventory.  As such, it would not have a yield point design because it was not contemplated at the time of construction.  
