Petition No. 877
Omnipoint Communications (T-Mobile)
Old Lyme, Connecticut

Staff Report
January 8, 2009
On November 25, 2008, Omnipoint Communications (T-Mobile) filed a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the extension of an existing telecommunications tower in Old Lyme, Connecticut. Connecticut Siting Council member Phil Ashton and Council staff member David Martin conducted a field review of the proposed modifications on December 10, 2008.  Jennifer Gaudet represented T-Mobile at the field review. 
T-Mobile proposes to add a ten-foot extension to an existing 160-foot monopole tower located at 125 Mile Creek Road in Old Lyme. The existing tower is owned by Verizon Wireless and was certificated by the Council in Docket 202, which was approved on June 3, 2002. In this docket, Verizon, and its co-applicant Crown, originally proposed a 190-foot tower. The Council approved a 160-foot tower but allowed for the tower and foundation to be built to accommodate extensions up to 190 feet. 

From this location, T-Mobile is seeking to cover an area south of the tower that encompasses a section of the Amtrak rail line that is currently without coverage. T-Mobile’s RF engineers have determined that antennas placed at the highest, existing available height of 130 feet would not cover the target area. Consequently, T-Mobile is seeking the extension in order to place its antennas at the 170-foot level to be able to achieve its coverage objectives. 
The tower is located on a 62-acre parcel used for the storage of construction and agricultural equipment. The surrounding area consists of sparse single-family residential development. There is a short section on Mile Creek Road where the tower is very clearly visible because the land has been cleared for agricultural and residential purposes. Most of the surrounding area, however, is shielded from views of the tower by existing, mature deciduous trees. The proposed ten-foot extension will not appreciably increase the visible footprint of the existing tower. 
The addition of T-Mobile’s antennas would bring the cumulative power density of the antenna systems on the tower to 16.6% of the FCC limit.

The tower compound is enclosed by a stockade fence. At the time of the field review, the gate of the fence was open and in poor condition. Council representatives pointed this out to T-Mobile’s representative and asked that a request to repair the fence be passed on to the tower owner. 
Council representatives also noted that ospreys had built a nest on the tower’s highest antenna platform. T-Mobile’s representative stated that the proposed modifications could be done at a time when they would not disturb the nesting birds. 

Based upon observations made during the field review, T-Mobile’s proposed modifications should not create any significant adverse environmental impacts. Staff recommends approval of this petition with the conditions that: 1) the tower owner repair the fence as needed and 2) any work related to the extension of the tower and installation of T-Mobile’s antennas be undertaken at a time when it will not disturb any actively nesting ospreys.
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