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On October 28, 2008, The United Illuminating Company (UI) submitted a petition for a declaratory ruling to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) requesting a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to a modification to an existing fence line at UI’s Old Town Substation located at 280 Kaechele Place, Bridgeport.

On November 18, 2008, Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met with UI’s representatives Bodan Katreczko and Mohammad Pasha.  Paul Boucher of the Bridgeport Planning and Zoning Department was in attendance.

UI’s recent assessment of infrastructure security has identified the potential risk of entry to the Old Town Substation via an existing lattice transmission structure that stands only about two feet from the substation fence. This location is where the 115kV line owned by Connecticut Light & Power feeds the substation. 

UI proposes to construct an eight-foot high chain-link fence topped with security wire, similar to the existing fence, that would extend north of the existing fence to encompass the base of the transmission structure.  The proposed fence would be approximately 112 feet in length by 21 feet in width.  Two twelve-foot gates would be installed on the east and west ends of the proposed fence, allowing CL&P to access its structure.  CL&P has been informed of the proposed fence and has no objections.  
No clearing or grading is expected to be necessary for the fence’s construction. The nearest residence is about 200 feet north of the substation.  A berm covered with vegetation separates the residence from the substation and provides screening. The additional fencing would not significantly change any views of the substation because the proposed fence would be constructed of a similar material.

The City of Bridgeport does not object to the proposed fencing; however, it is not clear whether this fence would be subject to a building permit.  Council staff recommends that UI consult with the City of Bridgeport for a building permit.  
