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On October 9, 2008, Northeast Utilities Service Company, acting as the agent for the Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P), filed a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for modifications to the Waterside substation in Stamford, Connecticut. Connecticut Siting Council member Gerry Heffernan and Council staff member David Martin conducted a field review of the proposed modifications on November 7, 2008.  Kris Aberg, John Morissette, and Steve Osuch represented CL&P at the field review. Ken Roberts, of Waterside Power, was also present.
The proposed modifications consist primarily of the installation of a third transformer and associated equipment at the substation. This addition would necessitate the relocation and upgrading of the interconnection for the nearby Waterside Power generation plant. The equipment to be installed would be similar in scale and appearance to the existing equipment in the substation. There are two factors that are driving the need for the proposed modifications. One factor is the growth of electric load in this part of Stamford. With the present configuration, CL&P must bring in a temporary transformer should one of the two existing transformers fail. Under these circumstances, the substation would be able to supply only about the same amount of electricity required to meet the neighborhood’s load. Adding a third transformer would give the substation a greater margin of electricity supply over demand and would improve the system’s reliability. The second factor is the change in the status of the Waterside generation facility from temporary to permanent status.
The Waterside substation is shielded from neighboring residences to the immediate north by an earthen berm that is well-planted with deciduous trees. The proposed modifications should have no visual impact on these residences. The substation is surrounded by industrial uses to the west, east and south. 

CL&P notified the Waterside neighborhood association of its plans and scheduled a meeting with the association’s members. One neighbor attended the meeting. CL&P gave the neighbor a tour of the substation and explained the proposed modifications. The neighbor did not have any concerns about the modifications. 
Construction on this project is scheduled to begin during January, 2009 and is expected to be completed by the end of April, 2010. 
