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Petition No. 864
The Connecticut Light and Power Company
Cook Hill Junction in Cheshire to Lucchini Junction in Meriden (Former Circuit 1690)
Staff Report

October 16, 2008
On August 29, 2008, Northeast Utilities Service Company (NU), as agent for The Connecticut Light and Power company (CL&P), submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the modifications to one 115-kV electric transmission line within the Towns of Cheshire, Wallingford and Meriden.  On September 29, 2008, Council member Philip T. Ashton and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met CL&P representatives John Morissette, Michael Franke, Susan Provost and Thomas Moen to review the proposed project.  

CL&P proposes to remove a section of the existing 115-kV transmission line between Cook Hill Junction in Cheshire and Lucchini Junction in Meriden.  Two 115-kV circuits would remain on the right of way (ROW) from Cook Hill Junction to Schwab Junction in Wallingford and three 115-kV circuits would remain on the ROW between Schwab Junction and Lucchini Junction in Meriden.   
CL&P proposes to remove 6.1 miles of the circuit 1690 line; dismantle 44 steel lattice structures; remove structure foundations to 12 inches to 24 inches below grade and backfill; and remove all materials associated with the proposed project from the site.      

Some vegetation clearing would be required within the existing ROW.  The proposed clearing would be similar to maintenance clearing and trimming performed by CL&P along this ROW but would occur only along access roads and around structures to be removed.
Existing access roads would be used for the proposed removal and thereafter for ROW maintenance.  Some roads would require rehabilitation.  

Existing access roads would be used to cross approximately 11 small wetlands.  Construction mats would be used to support necessary equipment to minimize wetland disturbance.  Clean rock fill may be used outside of matted areas to be used as wipe areas.  Following completion of the proposed project, construction mats and clean rock fill would be removed and disturbed areas would be restored by seeding with wetland seed mixes.  

Erosion and sediment controls would be installed and maintained in accordance with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil and Erosion Control.  Temporary erosion control measures would be removed following the completion of the line removal and disturbed areas that were restored.
Two lattice support structures would remain in place following the proposed removal of the line.  Structure #2491 would remain to support a PCS telecommunications antenna and structure #2498 would remain to support the City of Meriden’s FAA required Hazard Warning Beacon for the Meriden-Markham Municipal Airport.  

Two locations along the proposed line removal are located in areas identified as potential habitat for the eastern box turtle, a species of special concern.  One area is near the Cheshire/Wallingford town line in the vicinity of structure numbers 2491 through 2494; the other is near the Wallingford/Meriden town line in the vicinity of structures 2505 through 2508.  

The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has recommended conducting any land altering activities during the active season of the turtles from April 1 to November 1 to prevent impacts to hibernating turtles.  CL&P proposes to send out foot patrols ahead of vehicular traffic to search for eastern box turtles.  Work activities for the removal of the line would remain on the existing access road or within the previously filled pad areas beneath the steel lattice structures.  CL&P asserts that it is not likely that eastern box turtles would hibernate in those areas because the ground is compacted and the turtle hibernates by burrowing into loose soil, decaying vegetation and mud.   
CL&P would begin work in the box turtle habitats first, to comply with the DEP’s recommendations of work occurring between April 1 and November 1.  A total of six transmission structures would be removed within box turtle habitat.  

CL&P would meet with work crews prior to commencement of work to educate them on the importance of any species present in the area, to provide them with pictures and instruct them of the proper avoidance measures.  Also, signs would be posted in the area of habitat for the eastern box turtle.     

Construction of the proposed line removal would begin in October 2008 with completion of activities expected during winter of 2008.    

CL&P asserts that the proposed project would not result in a substantial adverse environmental effect.
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