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On July 10, 2008, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for a proposed transmission line tap to connect the approved 350 MW Bridgeport Energy II, LLC (BEII) power plant to The United Illuminating Company’s Singer Substation.

Specifically, the output voltage of the BEII would be stepped up to 345-kV using two step up transformers.  The 345-kV underground cables (one circuit) would run southerly beneath Russell Street to Henry Street, and then westerly beneath Henry Street to the Singer Substation.  The total length of the transmission connection would be approximately 750 feet.

It is anticipated that the interconnection would be constructed in a vertical duct bank configuration, but subsurface conditions may necessitate a horizontal or “L” configuration.  The cables would be a solid dielectric XLPE type.  The conductor sizes being considered are 2500 or 3000 kcmil.  The final conductor size and configuration would be specified in a Development and Management Plan (D&M Plan).  

The project would be constructed in accordance with the Council’s Best Management Practices for Electric Magnetic fields dated December 14, 2007.  Peak magnetic fields above the duct bank would reach approximately 129 mG at peak load and would decrease to 0.7 mG at 100 feet from the centerline.  

There are no wetlands or watercourses are in the vicinity of the interconnection route.  No coastal or cultural resources would be affected.  Also, there are no known existing populations of federal or state endangered or threatened species or state special concern species in the vicinity of the interconnection route.  The nearest possible residential area is the mixed-use 60 Main Street development which is located to the southeast of the proposed interconnection route.
The petition was field reviewed by Council member Phil Ashton and Mike Perrone of the Council staff on August 22, 2008.  Attorney Andrew W. Lord of Murtha Cullina LLP (representing BEII) also attended the field review.  At the field review, the applicant’s counsel was asked if it was possible to run the transmission interconnection directly west to Singer Substation and if it was possible to have Russell Street abandoned to permit additional room for site development for the BEII plant.

Upon further research, Council staff was advised that a direct route to Singer Substation is not possible without crossing the property owned by PSEG.  PSEG is unwilling to sell its property to BEII.  Further, BEII believes that abandoning Russell Street would eliminate a needed route to the 60 Main Street Development.  Thus, the interconnection route would remain as proposed in the Petition.  If this Petition is approved, staff suggests including the following conditions:

1. BEII shall provide a D&M Plan for this transmission interconnection for Council review and approval.  The D&M Plan for the transmission interconnection may be submitted as part of the D&M Plan for the entire power plant project.

2. BEII shall include the final cable route and the cable size in the D&M Plan.

