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On March 31, 2008, Dominion Nuclear Connecticut, Inc. (DNC) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required to replace the Unit 3 generator step-up (GSU) transformer at Millstone Power Station (Millstone) in Waterford, Connecticut.  
DNC proposes to replace two, 3-phase transformers with three single-phase GSU transformer units.  DNC also proposed to install a fourth single-phase transformer as a back-up in the case of failure of one of the three proposed units.  The GSU transformers are currently located southeast of the Millstone Unit 3 Turbine Building.  Power from the Unit 3 generator passes through the GSU transformers and to the existing 345-kV transmission line, which then connects to the Millstone switchyard and to the electric power grid.

The three new GSU transformers would be installed on the ground between Building Nos. 216 and 312.  The fourth transformer would be installed west of the new GSU units and south of Building Nos. 304 and 307.

The existing GSU units have been in service since 1986.  The installation of the proposed replacement transformers and the addition of a permanent spare transformer would improve the reliability of Unit 3.  
Installation of the proposed GSU transformers would include:

· The installation of bus ducts and electric cabling from the transformers to the Unit 3 turbine building.

· The extension of existing fire protection to the new transformer area.

· The tie-in of the new oil water separator system to the existing drainage system.

· The installation of a new disconnect switch.

Replacement of the Unit 3 GSU transformers would not involve a significant alteration in the physical or environmental characteristics of the property.  A temporary disturbance of a portion of the property would be necessary for installation but would be in a previously-disturbed area.  Appropriate soil erosion and sedimentation controls would be installed prior to commencement of construction.

DNC asserts that the proposed GSU transformer replacement at Millstone Unit 3 would not constitute a new facility, nor is it a modification of the existing electric generating facility and therefore would not require a Certificate or a modification of the existing Certificate.  Further, DNC states that if the Council were to deem the proposed replacement project as a modification, such modification would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and therefore would not require additional approval by the Council.
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